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M E S SAG E FR O M
T H E P R I N C I PA L
As Principal of St Joseph’s College, I am honoured

At St Joseph’s College, parents are welcome

to be part of the Sisters of Mercy tradition.

partners in the education of their children.

Our school offers something unique to its
students. We are an exciting and forwardthinking College, and believe in educating the
whole person – spiritually, physically, emotionally,
artistically, intellectually, and socially.
Mildura is a vibrant place with the most
supportive and welcoming people, and we
are proud to call it home. I am delighted to be
involved with a community that has provided
wonderful educational opportunities for young
people for more than a century.
We have created a safe and welcoming
community where students feel empowered
to learn and develop their talents, challenge
themselves, live their faith, and grow into mature
young men and women. We provide opportunities
for all students, and prepare them to succeed in
an ever-changing world and become responsible
and active members of the community.
Our Catholic faith is reflected in everything we do –
the curriculum, social justice activities, the prayer

We have created a safe and welcoming
community where students feel empowered
to learn and develop their talents, challenge
themselves, live their faith, and grow into
mature young men and women.

and liturgical life of the school, and the ethos of
mercy and compassion that forms the basis of
relationships within the College community.

One of the most important aspects of my work
as Principal is building solid relationships with
students and their families. St Joseph’s College
is a place where strong connections are made
between the home and school, and where all
staff members are committed to developing
the whole child.
My love and passion for our profession runs deep.
Even though I serve as Principal, I am a teacher
first in habit, heart and soul. I believe in the
power of high expectations and a context where
every student is challenged to do their best
and be the best possible version of themselves.
I will continue to help create an environment
in which every student flourishes. There is
something here for everyone, whether you’re
interested in learning a language, playing sport,
painting a masterpiece, developing a mind for
business, creating a runway-worthy design, or
becoming the next top chef or performing artist.
The opportunities at St Joseph’s College are
endless, and this is only the beginning of the
educational journey. We hope to inspire a lifelong
love of learning in our students, and then watch
them go out on their own and change the world
around them.

Marg Blythman

MARG BLYTHMAN
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CO LLEG E H I STO RY
IN 1905, A SMALL GROUP OF SISTERS OF MERCY LEFT WENTWORTH
AND ESTABLISHED A CONVENT IN A WEATHERBOARD BUILDING ON
THE CORNER OF PINE AVENUE AND TENTH STREET, MILDURA.
Catholic education commenced in Mildura

The first buildings at our present site on Twelfth

The Catherine McAuley Mathematics and

the next year when the sisters began conducting

Street were opened 15 years later in 1929. The

Science Centre was officially opened at the

classes in rooms attached to the convent. The

school has since completed a number of major

Enright Campus in 2015. The building

Certificate of Registration of a School, dated 31

building projects, and is now based across

includes contemporary facilities that will

December 1906, indicated that sub-primary and

three campuses in Mildura.

allow the College to provide a first-rate

primary classes were also conducted from the
convent at the time. Boarding school facilities
were provided in Olive Avenue in 1911, and a new
school was erected in Walnut Avenue in 1914.

The St Joseph’s College Stadium was purchased

learning environment well into the future.

in 2005 and redeveloped in 2008 to include a

St Joseph’s College also has well-equipped

theatre, dance studio, and classrooms. It is now

classrooms, computer laboratories, sports

known as the Mercy Campus and is attended

facilities, a library, a creative arts and design

by our year 8 students. The VCAL Campus was

and technology complex, a religious education

opened in 2015 for our Victorian Certificate of

centre, and staff and student amenities.

Applied Learning students.
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ENRIGHT
CAMPUS
ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE HAS BEEN PROVIDING CATHOLIC
SECONDARY EDUCATION AT THE ENRIGHT CAMPUS SINCE 1929.
THE CAMPUS, LOCATED AT 154 TWELFTH STREET, IS NAMED
AFTER OUR FIRST PRINCIPAL SISTER GERTRUDE ENRIGHT.

Students in years 7, 9, 10, 11 and 12 attend the

The flexible curriculum offered at the Enright

Enright Campus, while our year 8 students are

Campus caters to our students’ diverse needs

educated at the Mercy Campus. The Enright

and interests. It also ensures all subjects are

Campus has a student population of about

developed and taught in ways that reflect the

750, and there are about 170 students at the

attitudes and values found within our religious

Mercy Campus.

education programs.

A number of developments have been made

Our school is dedicated to facilitating the

to the campus since it was first established

personal and spiritual development of our

to provide students with an environment and

students, and fostering a spirit of faith, hope,

the facilities to succeed in a variety of areas.

confidence, and optimism for the future.

The campus includes a modern library, general
classrooms equipped with the latest technology,
flexible learning areas, and facilities for creative
arts, information technology, and a variety of
technologies and sciences. Our stand-alone
mathematics and science building, opened in
2015, provides innovative learning environments
for our students. Careers counselling and general
counselling are also offered at the campus
through well-resourced departments and
a school nurse.
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MERCY
CAMPUS
THE MERCY CAMPUS, LOCATED ON THE CORNER OF
RIVERSIDE AVENUE AND ELEVENTH STREET, IS DEDICATED
TO THE EDUCATION OF OUR YEAR 8 STUDENTS. THE CAMPUS
WAS DEVELOPED AS A YEAR 8 LEARNING HUB IN 2015 TO
HELP IMPROVE STUDENT EDUCATION OUTCOMES.

The environment and curriculum of the Mercy

The engaging and interactive curriculum offered

Campus addresses fundamental realities about

at the Mercy Campus is designed, constructed

late middle-years learners. As students reach

and delivered by a core team. It incorporates

the end of the middle years, their needs change,

modern technology, and uses a combination of

and when these needs are not met, the risk

traditional classrooms and open learning spaces.

of disengagement from school is significant.
Teaching and learning that embraces the
transition period from childhood to young
adulthood, and connects meaningfully with
their lives, can engage and energise students.
We have created a strong pastoral environment
at the campus, where the focus is on the
development of the whole person. Our aim is
to build an active and thriving community, and
provide avenues for students to express their
creativity, challenge and support each other’s
ideas, and take ownership and responsibility
for their school. Students are also given
opportunities to develop their leadership skills
in practical ways, primarily in service to others.
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Students can also take advantage of the site’s
facilities, which include a sports stadium, theatre,
kitchen, and specialist and general classrooms.

VC A L
CAMPUS
THE VCAL CAMPUS, LOCATED ON 8–10 LANGTREE PARADE,
WAS ESTABLISHED IN 2015 FOR OUR VICTORIAN CERTIFICATE
OF APPLIED LEARNING STUDENTS.

St Joseph’s College students are encouraged

The VCAL Campus has four learning areas –

to consider all educational pathways when

three classrooms are utilised for the provision

deciding on their future and careers. VCAL

of Work Related Skills, Literacy and Numeracy,

offers experience in trades, apprenticeships,

while The Shed facilitates the practical element

traineeships, and other avenues students may

of Personal Development Skills. The site’s

not have considered.

infrastructure accommodates a variety of

A core group of staff, skilled in the requirements
of Vocational Education and Training, provide a

study fields, including horticulture, building
and construction, engineering, and plumbing.

combination of practical training and theoretical
knowledge for students completing VCAL.
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RELIGIOUS
E D U C AT I O N

STUDENT
WELLBEING

AS A CATHOLIC SCHOOL FOUNDED IN THE MERCY TRADITION,

AT ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE, OUR FIRST PRIORITY

ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE EDUCATES STUDENTS IN THE

IS THE WELLBEING OF THE STUDENTS IN OUR CARE.

CATHOLIC FAITH WHILE RESPECTING OTHER RELIGIONS.

OUR AIM IS TO CREATE AN ENVIRONMENT WHERE ALL
CHILDREN FEEL SAFE AND SUPPORTED.

The foundation of the College curriculum is

Religious Education is not just taught within

the traditional Catholic quest to integrate faith

the classroom. At St Joseph’s College, many

Qualified teams of staff are dedicated to

The College has also implemented the Redcat

in the mystery of God with supporting reason

programs and facilities are provided to sustain

looking after the wellbeing of our students

hearing support system in four classrooms to

and knowledge. This perspective permeates

the Christian faith of our College community.

and supporting those with disabilities and

support the needs of hearing impaired students.

and challenges every curriculum domain.

All students are encouraged to take part in

Religious education is also a specific curriculum

the act of volunteering. Our year 8 students

domain, with formal classes in years 7 through

participate in a Mercy Works program, where

to 12. It is always relevant to the developmental

they actively meet the needs of communities,

levels of students and is sequential in its

and develop practical skills, self-esteem, and

development of concepts. It aims to challenge

a sense of civic responsibility. Year 11 and 12

students in their personal faith responses and

students are also required to do 20 hours of

in their understanding of the Catholic and

community service in the local community

other religious traditions.

as part of the Senior Mercy Works program.

learning difficulties. All campuses offer careers
counselling and a school nurse.

The Sacred Heart Parish Church, located on
Eleventh Street, is a spiritual place of worship.
The College utilises the church for our Ash
Wednesday Liturgy, Passion Liturgy, St Joseph
the Worker Mass, and Mercy Mass. The original
Mercy Chapel at the Enright Campus is used
for our weekly staff mass, classroom activities,
liturgies, displays and meditation.
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COMM U NIT Y
SPIRIT
ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE UNDERSTANDS THE VITAL ROLE PARENTS
AND FAMILIES PLAY IN THE EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES OF
THEIR CHILDREN. COMMUNICATION BETWEEN SCHOOL AND
HOME IS THE KEY TO DEVELOPING POSITIVE AND PRODUCTIVE
RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN TEACHERS, PARENTS AND STUDENTS.

The College Advisory Council provides a range

Parents, guardians and family members are

of opportunities for members of the school

encouraged to participate in our College

community to enjoy a sense of belonging

community. They are invited to attend

and shared purpose.

assemblies, music concerts and social events

We also have an active alumni program
that continues to foster lifelong friendships,
community and camaraderie, and makes an
important contribution to the College. As former
students connect with each other around the
world, stories of their successes as thoughtful
and contributing members of their communities
regularly make their way back to the College
through this extraordinary global network.
As a school, we take heart that we were
privileged to provide our former students with
an education that has best served their futures.
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such as the Mother’s Day and Father’s Day
breakfasts and special morning teas and lunches
held every month. The College is proactive
in empowering parents to engage with the
educational process, enabling them to support
and enjoy their child’s journey.

HUMANITIES
& ENGLISH
English and humanities subjects, including
business management, civics and citizenship,
geography and history, are taught in a range
of environments across the College.

CURRICULUM

Digital resources are integral to student learning
in these areas, and we provide computers in
classrooms, Apple TV, large televisions and smart
boards, which are supported by our students’
own devices.

THE CURRICULUM AT ST JOSEPH’S
COLLEGE IS DIVIDED INTO THE
FOLLOWING AREAS:

L A N G U AG E S

YEAR 7 AND 8
During their first two years of schooling,
all students undertake a prescribed course.
They study core subjects, including religious
education, English, mathematics, science,

The language domain at St Joseph’s College

humanities, languages and physical education,

provides the latest technology to enhance

and can choose from electives including food

second language learning. Italian studies are

technology, drama, textiles, dance, art, music,

provided on campus, and students can study

design and technology and digital technologies.

other languages externally through the
Victorian School of Languages.
We have two designated languages classrooms,

YEAR 9 AND 10 VERTICAL
ORGANISATION (VO) PROGRAM

YEAR 11 AND 12 (VCE/VCAL/VET)

More than 70 units are offered to students in

Year 11 and 12 students undertake the VCE

years 9 and 10. The flexible nature of the VO

as prescribed by the Victorian Curriculum

system means it is suited to all types of learners,

and Assessment Authority. Subjects are

and allows students to do subjects at more than

offered based on student demand.

and students are able to break out in to the
adjacent computer lab to develop speaking
and listening skills. The classrooms include
spaces for collaborative communication, while
displays and resources enhance cultural and
language learning activities.

one level. Students must choose a minimum
number of units from each of the domain areas.
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ARTS
& C U LT U R E
ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE HAS FIRST-CLASS VISUAL
AND PERFORMING ARTS FACILITIES.

VISUAL ARTS

Drama students can use our open plan areas in

Our dedicated visual arts classrooms across the

for rehearsal, as well as the Mercy Theatre.

Enright and Mercy Campuses include general

Student creativity is encouraged through the

art spaces, areas for visual communication

use of costumes, props and lighting to develop

and design, photography studios, a darkroom,

stagecraft skills.

the John Howden Centre at the Enright Campus

multiple storage spaces, and Apple Mac and
PC technology labs.

A variety of instrumental music programs are
also offered at the Enright and Mercy Campuses.
The music department has four specialised

PERFORMING ARTS

classrooms, including a recording studio, music
technology lab, large spaces for group rehearsal,

The Mercy Theatre is an ideal space for our

and individual practice spaces.

students to showcase their talents. The performing
arts domain regularly utilises this space to prepare
and show works to families, friends and the
wider community.
The dance studio at the Mercy Theatre is second
to none. Students are spoilt with a large, open
dance studio fitted with parquet, a ballet barre,
full mirrored walls, and a sound system.

6
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M AT H S
& SCIENCE

I N F O R M AT I O N
TECH NOLOGY

THE CATHERINE MCAULEY CENTRE IS A MODERN AND WELL-EQUIPPED

ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE IS LEADING THE WAY IN THE USE

BUILDING DESIGNED TO ACCOMMODATE TEACHING AND

OF TECHNOLOGY FOR LEARNING.

LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES IN MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCE.

Opened in 2015, the building includes
innovative learning environments for our staff
and students. Facilities including whiteboard
walls, learning streets, open learning spaces,
Apple TVs and modern, flexible furniture
arrangements help to create a stimulating
and contemporary environment.
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Year 7 to 12 students all use devices linked to

Teaching aids within the College include Apple

the College network, and can access the College

TV, Interactive Smart Boards and Air Parrot.

Wi-Fi at all times. Students who don’t have
access to a digital device can borrow one of
the laptops available. We have eight computer
rooms, including Apple Mac labs for our visual

In recent years we have also been facilitating
greater parental involvement in their child’s
secondary education through technology.

communication and design students, and a
production studio for our music students.
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SPORTS
& OUTDOOR
E D U C AT I O N
STUDENTS CAN CHOOSE FROM A WIDE RANGE OF SPORTS AND
OUTDOOR EDUCATION SUBJECTS AT ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE –
AND WE HAVE THE FACILITIES TO MATCH.

The 1000-seat stadium at the Mercy Campus has

In addition to our inter-house swimming,

two multi-purpose courts, and the state-of-the-art

athletics, and cross-country running carnivals,

gym has some of the most up-to-date equipment

we offer a variety of team and individual sports.

on the market. The campus is also home to the

Sports on offer throughout the year include

largest rock climbing wall outside of Melbourne.

cricket, swimming, volleyball, tennis, baseball,

The Enright Campus has outdoor basketball

softball, hockey, soccer, netball, cross country,

courts and cricket nets, and both campuses have

football, basketball, badminton, athletics and

access to more than four acres of ovals.

table tennis.

Swimming is not forgotten at St Joseph’s College.

Students have the opportunity to compete at

We are lucky to be situated only 700m from

a local level in the Sunraysia Secondary School

Mildura Waves, which has a 25m heated indoor

Sports Association, and if successful, they are

pool, a wave pool, and a 50m outdoor Olympic

invited to compete in the Northern Zone finals.

swimming pool.

Success at this level paves the way to state finals.

The environment is the classroom for outdoor
education. Students participate in activities
at King’s Billabong, Hattah National Park,
The Grampians, Mount Hotham, and Arapiles.

24

25

TECH NOLOGY

V E T/ V C A L
VET (VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING) PROGRAMS

FOOD TECHNOLOGY

MECHANICAL AND ELECTRICAL

Food technology is available for students in

Mechanical and electrical provides students with an

years 7 to 12. Students utilise the kitchen at the

introduction to mechanical and electrical systems.

VOCATIONAL TRAINING AND EXPERIENCE. WE OFFER A LARGE

Mercy Campus, with its large, modern kitchen

Two classrooms are fitted out for this subject –

NUMBER OF VET PROGRAMS THROUGH THE COLLEGE, SUNITAFE

workspaces, digital television teaching stations,

one specialising in small engine disassembly and

AND OTHER LOCAL REGISTERED TRAINING ORGANISATIONS.

outdoor barbecue area, and large kitchen garden.

reassembly, and the other in electronic processes.

METAL, TIMBER AND PLASTICS

TEXTILES

Metal, timber and plastics facilities offer students

Textiles at St Joseph’s College teaches students

opportunities to work with a range of resistant

to be creative problem solvers. Our spacious

materials, and design and construct different

textiles room includes large benches for cutting,

products. We have two workshops with an

15 domestic sewing machines, three overlockers,

excellent range of tools and equipment.

and one embroidery machine. Students also have

COMBINE GENERAL VCE, VCAL OR VO STUDIES WITH

As part of a Federal Government initiative to

Our hair and beauty salon is a fully functioning

promote trade training in schools, St Joseph’s

training salon with state-of-the-art equipment

College implemented learning areas devoted to

and facilities. The hospitality section includes a

the vocations of hair and beauty and hospitality

comprehensive commercial kitchen and the

at our Mercy Campus in 2013. The certificate

Mercy Cafe, which is open to the Sunraysia

courses run in these areas are available to students

community.

at secondary colleges across the district.

access to a specialised wet room for sustainable
design practices such as dyeing and printing.
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ENRIGHT CAMPUS
154 TWELFTH STREET, MILDURA VICTORIA 3500
MERCY CAMPUS
CORNER RIVERSIDE AVENUE & ELEVENTH STREET, MILDURA VICTORIA 3500
VCAL CAMPUS
8 –10 LANGTREE PARADE, MILDURA VICTORIA 3500
T
E

03 5018 8000 F 03 5021 2702
reception@sjcmda.vic.edu.au

sjcmda.vic.edu.au
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