
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15 May 2020 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Thank you for all your support during these past few weeks of remote and flexible learning. 
 
Following advice from the Chief Health Officer, the Victorian Government and the Catholic Education 
Commission of Victoria Ltd (CECV) have advised that schools can begin a phased return to onsite schooling. 
 
In the first stage, students in Prep, Grade 1 and Grade 2, senior secondary students (Years 11 and 12 VCAL and 
VCE) and all students in specialist schools will return to school from Tuesday May 26, 2020. 
 
Year 10 students undertaking VCE studies, including VCE VET studies, should also attend school for those 
classes where practicable.  If this is not possible for your child/children, our teachers will make sure the work 
provided to students attending at school is also provided to your child/children.  Year 10 students unable to 
travel home at the end of their scheduled VCE/VET classes may be supervised at school for the remainder of 
the day. 
 
To support all school staff to prepare for this transition, Monday May 25 will be a student-free day. 
 
In the second stage of our return to onsite schooling, all other year levels will return to school from Tuesday 
June 9. 
 
For those students who cannot be supervised at home and vulnerable children, the existing model of onsite 
schooling will remain in place during the two-week period from Tuesday May 26 to Tuesday June 9.  The 
current process that we are using to enable parents and carers to indicate the days or part-days for which 
onsite schooling is required will continue for this two-week period.  All other students in those year levels will 
continue learning from home until Tuesday 9 June. 
 
Once a year level has returned, all students will be expected to attend school as normal.  This means if you 
choose to keep your child/children home after their year level has returned to onsite schooling, we can no 
longer support their learning from home. 
 
This does not apply to children who need to be absent for health or medical reasons.  For those families, 
please contact us so we can make an appropriate plan. 
 
This same approach is being taken by all Catholic and government schools in Victoria. 
 
To support the health and wellbeing of all students and staff, our school will continue an enhanced cleaning 
routine and will encourage frequent handwashing. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

If your child is ill or is feeling unwell, they must not attend school.  They must remain home and seek medical 
advice. 
 
While the Chief Health Officer has advised that students will not be required to maintain physical distancing at 
school, there will be a number of important changes to our school operations, consistent with health advice to 
all schools that will be made available in coming days.  These will apply until further notice.  I will provide 
more details about our local school context as soon as possible, but it is important to note that changes will 
include: 

 restrictions on access to the school site for anyone other than immediate school staff and students 

 the way we conduct parent meetings and interviews 
 

We understand that some families may feel anxious about this move back to classroom teaching and learning. 
I can assure you that this decision has been taken on the basis of the best health advice available to our state. 
 
More information about the return to school and coronavirus (COVID-19) can be found on the CECV website, 
which will continue to be updated: www.cecv.catholic.edu.au/Coronavirus-information-for-parents. 
 
Attached are communications from the Deputy Principals.  Please take the time to read them closely. 
 
Thank you for your continued support and patience during this time.  We look forward to welcoming students 
back to the classroom. 
 
God bless 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Marg Blythman 
Principal 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cecv.catholic.edu.au/Coronavirus-information-for-parents


 
 

 

 

 

15 May 2020 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians and Students 

As announced by Victorian Premier Daniel Andrews on Tuesday May 12, VCE/VCAL face to face classes will 

resume on Tuesday May 26.  This is a little earlier than we originally planned for but I know many of you will be 

very happy for this to occur, as we are here at the college.  The college will follow all required protocols regarding 

hygiene and social distancing recommendations, as set out by the government.  

It is an expectation that all Year 11 and 12 students return to college on Tuesday May 26 and that the college will 

cease to provide online learning for Year 11 and 12 students from this date. 

For Year 10 students undertaking Year 11 subjects, students are encouraged to attend their VCE classes along 

with the Year 11 students during these two weeks before all Year 7 to 10 students return to face to face classes 

on Tuesday June 9.   

Year 10 students undertaking a Year 11 subject, can attend their class and be at school for the whole day and 

continue their online learning in other Year 10 subjects from a supervised location at the college during these two 

weeks.  There are only two options for Year 10 students undertaking a Year 11 subject, they will do one of the 

following: 

1. Attend their Year 11 subject and remain at school for the entire day, or 

2. Attend school only at the times they have a Year 11 subject, and be at home at all other times. (A note is 

required from parent/guardian if choosing this option.) 

Year 10 students enrolled in Year 11 subjects will be contacted regarding this. 

Please be aware that the Premier also announced that Monday May 25 will be a pupil free day for schools, as 

teachers prepare to transition back to face to face teaching. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all students, their families and staff for the way in which they have 

risen to the challenges they have faced in maintaining a meaningful and effective learning experience. I could not 

have been more impressed with the level of learning that has continued to occur throughout this term despite 

the changed circumstances.  Well done to all of you and thank you. 

 

Yours sincerely  

  

Mr Greg Kluske 

Deputy Principal, Learning and Teaching. 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
15 May 2020 
 
 
 
 
Dear Students 
 
The College is immensely proud of how you have managed yourselves through the remote learning period. You 
have demonstrated great resilience and determination to adapt to a new learning environment.  I would like to 
congratulate you on your contribution to how the college has worked together as a community through this 
challenging period. 
 
While our students have embraced remote learning, I know from speaking with a large number of students and 
parents that you are genuinely excited about returning to face-to-face learning.  I also know from my 
conversations with staff, that we are looking forward to having you back in the classroom to continue to support 
you with your wellbeing needs and in your academic endeavours. 
 
On Tuesday May 12, the Victorian government announced that students will begin a phased return to face-to-
face learning.  This announcement followed the advice from Victoria’s Chief Health Officer that is safe for the 
community to do so. 

 

 Year 11 and 12 VCE students will return on Tuesday May 26 

 Year 10, 11 & 12 VCAL students will return on Tuesday May 26  

 Year 7 – 10 students will return on Tuesday June 9  
 

The existing remote learning program will not continue once all students have returned to face-to-face learning.  
Year 10 students completing VCE/VET classes are welcome to attend on the days they have these classes.  If 
necessary, these students can stay on-site and complete their Year 10 subjects in the library at the Enright 
campus.  Students are reminded that they are required to sign in and out through the student office. 
 
The Victorian government has also announced that there will be a pupil free day on Monday May 25 to allow 
staff, students and families time to prepare for the return to face-to-face learning. 
 
Cleaning 
The College undertook a forensic clean of all 3 campuses early in Term 2. Since this clean was undertaken the 
classrooms, lockers, common areas, library and the canteens have been locked down to ensure they have not 
been contaminated.  Each classroom will have an approved hand sanitiser, and you will be encouraged to 
sanitise your hands at the beginning and end of every class.  Hand sanitiser will also be available in common 
rooms.  The drinking mechanism has been disabled on the water fountains, and will now only allow for bottle 
refills.  We strongly encourage you to bring your own reusable water bottle. 
 
We thank you for your support in ensuring all lockers were emptied at the end of term 1.  You will return to the 
previously allocated lockers at the Enright campus, while Mr Parker will communicate with Year 8 students 
about the new locker system at the Mercy campus. I encourage you to bring your materials back based on your 
specific requirements for the first day, as opposed to bringing everything back at once. Again, please ensure that 
you also bring your lock to place on your locker. 
 
 
 



Morning homeroom and Academe 
Morning homeroom will recommence at 8.48am on Tuesday 9 June with extended time to allow for students to 
arrange their books and lockers.  In the fortnight before Year 7-10 students return, Year 11 and 12 students will 
commence their period 1 classes at 9.00am.  Academe will also commence when Year 11 and 12 students 
return. 
 
Uniform 
We appreciate that you have supported and followed the college Uniform Policy during the remote learning 
period, and we hope that this has assisted you to get into a ready for learning mindset.  The same high 
expectations of uniform and compliance with the college Mobile Phone Policy will be in place upon your return 
to face-to-face learning.  I would like to remind you that if you have any queries or concerns in relation to 
uniform requirements to please read over the uniform policy that can be located on the college website. 
 
Upon your return, Year 12 students will be permitted to wear the rugby jumpers on Tuesdays and Thursdays for 
the remainder of Term 2 and during Term 3. 
 
Wellbeing support 
The Wellbeing team will be working on-site to support the Year 11 and 12 students, and will continue to support 
Year 7-10 students remotely until your return. 
 
Students that would like to access wellbeing support for the first time, or who have not accessed wellbeing 
support recently are welcome and encouraged to contact wellbeing via email wellbeing@sjcmda.vic.edu.au  
 
Buses 
Buses will be running as scheduled following the same timetables as prior to the remote learning period. 
 
Canteen 
The canteen services including lunch orders will return to normal operations. 
 
Afterschool study  
Students will be permitted to use the library until 5.45pm.  Year 12 students can use the common room until 
4.30pm as per the previous arrangements. 
 
Students that have been completing remote learning at the Mercy Campus 
The students that have been granted permission to complete their remote learning on-site at the Mercy campus 
this term, will continue to be able to attend the college.  To allow for adequate supervision, the venue will 
change from the Holland room at the Mercy campus, to the library at the Enright campus. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank you, your families and wider college community for all your efforts this term.  I am 
continually comforted by our shared faith and the strong sense of community spirit at St Joseph’s College. We 
look forward to welcoming you back into classrooms in the coming weeks. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr Heath McClaer 
Deputy Principal Students 

 
 

mailto:wellbeing@sjcmda.vic.edu.au


SUPPORTIVE PARENTING AND TEENAGERS 
 
Parents have been a wonderful support during the COVID 19 home learning experience.  You have 
been challenged in new ways to be a supportive and nurturing parent 24/7 for an extended period 
of time.  Here is some information to show you that you have been doing well and to provide some 
ideas on how to maintain a good relationship with your child/children.  
 
Don’t forget: there is no one way to do this parenting thing! You need to find what best suits you 
and your family. 
 
This article can help if you: 

 want to understand why your child needs you to be supportive 
 want to learn more about ways to support your child through their teenage years. 

 
What is supportive parenting? 
Being a supportive parent means having your child’s best interests at heart, but also being present, 
involved and helpful.  It includes: 

 actively encouraging them to do their best with school, their hobbies and interests 
 listening without judgment and seeking to understand their concerns and challenges 
 acknowledging their achievements and supporting them through mistakes and challenges 
 setting consistent expectations and consequences to help them to feel secure and able to 

predict outcomes 
 treating them fairly and developing a trusting relationship 

 
Why is having a supportive parent so important for teenagers? 
The influence that you have over your child is more dependent on a trusting relationship than it is on 
how much authority you dish out and how many lectures you give.  It may feel like they’re trying to 
push you away, but they’re actually trying to push themselves away from you to choose a direction 
in life, and to shape an identity for themselves as a separate, independent person.  
 
Love, support, trust and optimism from their family make them feel safe and secure, and are 
powerful weapons against peer pressure, life’s challenges and disappointments. 
 
Tips and tricks for supportive parents 
Your aim is to keep your child safe and to give them the foundations they need to do their best.  At a 
minimum they need: 

 to know they are loved for who they are, and that you are always there to support them 
 an environment where basic needs such as a safe and healthy place to live, healthy food, and 

school supplies are made a priority 
 protection and support to keep themselves safe from mental and physical abuse 
 respect for their feelings and concerns 
 acknowledgement of their milestones and achievements such as birthdays or first day at 

school 
 respect for their friends, clothing, sports and music choices, and interests 
 

Some parents struggle to adjust to the demands that parenting their child through the teenage years 
brings.  It’s a time that can put even the strongest and most loving relationships to the test.  Your 
child needs you at this time just as much as they have always needed you, but in a different way. 

They are looking to you for support through one of the biggest changes in their life, towards 
adulthood and independence.  You’ve been through it so you know how confusing and difficult it can 



be.  Don’t be afraid to share some of your own teenage experiences with your child.  Tell them that 
you understand because it happened to you too.  Talk to them about how you handled it (or didn’t 
handle it) and what you learnt from it.  Realising that everyone goes through the same struggles can 
be very reassuring to your child, especially if it’s their parent that is telling their stories. 
 
Your child is becoming an independent person.  They need a firm foundation of values and 
expectations that can guide them now, and carry them into adult life.  Decide what’s important to 
your family and how you’ll share those expectations and values with your child.  That way they’ll 
have the knowledge to help them navigate life on their own and make decisions that fit with what 
the family values. 
 
There’s no doubt that the teenage years will probably cause you some worry and frustration.  There 
may be times when you feel as if you don’t know your child, or are disappointed by some of their 
choices.  Try to be as loving and supportive as you can through all of their trials, no matter how small 
they are.  If you can do this, they’re more likely to rely on you, share their struggles and come to you 
when they need help. 
 
Be there for them in the way that you would have wanted your parent to be there for you when you 
were growing up. 
 
Wellbeing Checklists/Videos  
SchoolTV has generously shared two special video reports as part of its coronavirus series.  In these 

special reports, parents/carers are provided with information on how to support the wellbeing and 

mental health of their children. 

 

 Special Report 1: Wellbeing Checklist for Primary: Dr Michael Carr-Gregg  

 Special Report 2: Wellbeing Checklist for Secondary: Dr Michael Carr-Gregg 

 
Resources: ReachOut.Com; Dr Michael Carr-Gregg 

 

http://coms.cem.edu.au/EmRedirect.aspx?nid=5dececb4-be66-4b52-ac21-93e46b7afd6e&sid=39bdb0c1-28ca-4162-999d-9f7d0e4110fe&url=https%3a%2f%2fschooltv.me%2fwellbeing_news%2fspecial-report-wellbeing-checklist-primary
http://coms.cem.edu.au/EmRedirect.aspx?nid=5dececb4-be66-4b52-ac21-93e46b7afd6e&sid=39bdb0c1-28ca-4162-999d-9f7d0e4110fe&url=https%3a%2f%2fschooltv.me%2fwellbeing_news%2fspecial-report-wellbeing-checklist-secondary
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