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VISION
THROUGH OUR MOTTO ‘LEARNING FOR LIFE’, THE YEAR 8  
MERCY CAMPUS PROGRAM IS COMMITTED TO EDUCATING THE 
WHOLE PERSON. THIS IS UNDERPINNED BY OUR CATHOLIC ETHOS.

THE MERCY CURRICULUM: 

YEAR 8 AT THE 
MERCY CAMPUS
ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE IS EXCITED TO WELCOME YEAR 8 STUDENTS 
AND THEIR FAMILIES TO THE MERCY CAMPUS. IN THIS SPECIALISED 
LEARNING ENVIRONMENT, STUDENTS CAN BOND AS A COHORT, 
LEARN TOGETHER TO REALISE THEIR FULL POTENTIAL AND PROCEED 
CONFIDENTLY INTO YEAR 9.

The rich pastoral environment at the Mercy Campus maximises learning outcomes. 

All students in Year 8 have abundant opportunities to grow academically, socially, 

and emotionally. To help students in middle adolescence transition to an increasingly 

independent and peer-dependant adulthood, the integrated curriculum engages 

students and connects them with their lives in the classroom and beyond.

•   Enhances a sense of community 

•   Develops resilience and self-awareness

•   Builds teamwork and collaboration

•   Encourages independence

•   Establishes good citizenship

•   Connects students to their spirituality



STAFF

LEARNING 
DOMAINS
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‘LEARNING FOR LIFE’
OUR MOTTO

  WHAT DOES A SEPARATE AND SPECIAL PROGRAM FOR 
ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE YEAR 8 STUDENTS PROVIDE?

1.  An alternative educational dimension for the Year 8 group of students. 

Our data supports the notion that Year 8 is a year level that is affected by more 

students being disengaged. We see Year 8 as effectively the new Year 9. The impact 

of social media is becoming increasingly more profound at younger ages.

2.  A tailored curriculum. A core team at the Mercy Campus designs and delivers a 

program that focuses on differentiated and authentic learning with wellbeing 

imbedded throughout. Utilising traditional classrooms as well as open learning spaces, 

the team incorporates technology in creative learning environments to allow for 

flexibility and mobility, ensuring that academic rigor remains at the highest standard.

3.  Support for growing independence. Students are encouraged to make critical 

decisions when given the opportunity.

4.  An active and thriving community. Fostering relationships between students, teachers, 

and parents helps promote community and connectedness through a shared sense of 

purposeful and meaningful learning. At the Mercy Campus, we endeavour to provide 

avenues where students can express their creativity, challenge and support each 

other’s ideas, and, importantly, promote ownership and responsibility for their school.

5.  A place to grow. We focus on developing students who:

 •    Are independent, self-aware learners who set goals and then reflect on and 

evaluate their own progress. (This is excellent preparation for VO where there 

is great choice of units of work.)

 •   Are confident to take risks with, and responsibility for, their own learning.

 •    Pose critical questions about their world and can use traditional, online,  

and community resources to develop responses.

 •   Work co-operatively to complete a variety of tasks with teams of their peers.

 •   Are socially aware, ethical, and caring global citizens.

 •    Feel confident and secure. Individuals who feel connected to fellow students, 

staff, and the college know they belong. By seeing themselves as members  

of the St Joseph’s College learning community, students will remain engaged 

in their learning. They remain connected to the college through a range of  

initiatives that provide genuine links to all aspects of college life.

 •    Have opportunities to participate in range of extracurricular activities, such as 

the Human Powered Vehicle program and Tournament of the Minds.

MS DANIELLE DUSCHER
HEAD OF MERCY CAMPUS
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

MATHEMATICS

SCIENCE

ENGLISH

HUMANITIES/INTEGRATED STUDIES

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

THE ARTS

LANGUAGES

TECHNOLOGY
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MS BRITTANY BURNS
ASSISTANT HEAD OF MERCY CAMPUS



TERM 1
We introduce the concept of leadership following the election and appointment 

of Year 8 captains, along with captains from each pastoral group, Sports, Arts 

and Mercy Action captains. These captains will contribute to the organisation 

of assemblies and lunchtime activities during the year.

TERM 2
POSITIVE PSYCHOLOGY: GROWTH MINDSET

In a growth mindset, people believe that they can develop their most basic 

abilities through dedication and hard work – brains and talent are just the  

starting point. This view creates a love of learning and a resilience that is essential 

for great accomplishments. Virtually all great people have these qualities.

Teaching to a growth mindset creates motivation and productivity in the  

worlds of business, education and sport.

Campus leadership continues to work with the elected captains to support 

them in their new roles. The concept of leadership is incorporated within the 

whole Year 8 group by promoting this concept through various posters around 

the campus. Elected captains develop their leadership skills by participating 

in our year level assemblies.

TERM 3
POSITIVE PSYCHOLOGY: RESILIENCE

Resilience is the ability to adapt to stress and adversity. We encourage within 

our Campus not only the need for, but also the application of strategies and 

measures to be more resilient in our daily lives.

Campus leadership will assess how our captains have managed their roles 

and discuss their progress with them.

TERM 4
POSITIVE PSYCHOLOGY: GRATITUDE

Students discuss gratitude, its recognition and obligations, as well as when  

and how we express it within our campus and our lives.

Leadership: We encourage the leadership qualities of our students as they 

re-enter the Enright Campus by discussing future options and possibilities. 

Students have the opportunity to become Peer Support Leaders and assist  

Year 7 students coming into St Joseph’s College. 

TERM 1  THEME ‘DIVERSITY AND OPTIMISM ’

To assist our Year 8 students to 

become more assured, bright, buoyant, 

encouraged, expectant, happy, hopeful, 

idealistic, and positive people.

To assist our students to see optimism as 

“not just a mindset, but as a behaviour”. 

Remember: “To find optimism, look for 

the good things in life.”

“Optimism is the faith that leads to 

achievement.”

To assist our Year 8 students to build 

a greater awareness of regional history, 

plus the physical and spiritual stories 

to be told when studying aspects 

of our environment. In particular, 

the opportunities to embrace what 

the Grampians has to offer and 

develop greater self-awareness by 

understanding where they fit within 

the environment.

TERM 2  THEME ‘ENVIRONMENT ’

To assist our Year 8 students in developing a healthy lifestyle and hone skills 

that will equip them to make healthy choices in terms of exercise, eating habits, 

peer pressure, and managing mental wellbeing.

Our aim is for our students to develop a lifestyle for both now and into the future 

where they can live, learn, work and play.

TERM 3 
THEME ‘HEALTHY CHOICES ’

TERM 4 
THEME ‘CELEBRATION ’

To assist our Year 8 students in being able to celebrate the year that has been 

and for them to be able to highlight all the positives to be taken from the year 

and to learn from others.

This is to be an opportunity to share with the school community about what 

our Year 8 students have gained over the 12 months they have spent at the 

Mercy Campus.

CURRICULUM 
THEMES
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PROJECT BASED LEARNING
FROM 2021, THE MERCY CAMPUS WILL BEGIN TO UTILISE THE 
PROJECT BASED LEARNING (PBL) TEACHING APPROACH ACROSS 
A RANGE OF YEAR 8 CLASSES.

Through PBL, students learn to collaborate and communicate with their peers in  

a structured format. Challenging, authentic projects encourage students to adapt 

and engage in the world around them and create work that holds practical and 

tangible relevance.

In an initial trial, students responded that they enjoyed completing tasks based 

on real-world issues. By examining larger themes and applying what they learned, 

students were able to embed knowledge and skills more effectively than solely 

studying topics and memorising information.

Project Based Learning develops many of the competencies that the modern 

workforce demands. The driving question of “What do we want a St Joseph’s College 

student to look like when they graduate?” ensures that all learning activities and 

programs will assist every student to achieve their ultimate goals after completing 

secondary schooling.

YEAR 8 CAMP 
DURING TERM 2, STUDENTS ATTEND CAMP IN THE GRAMPIANS 
AT NORVAL LODGE.

They participate in activities designed to motivate and challenge them, such as: 

mountain bike riding, bushwalking, rock climbing and much more. Students will have 

the opportunity to build stronger relationships with their peers and staff members.  

As well as challenging their personal boundaries, they will also continue to develop  

life skills and positive psychology skills.

MUSIC PROGRAM
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
Mercy Campus continues to provide opportunities for excellence through 

instrumental music lessons. All our instrumental teachers will teach from specialised 

rooms on different days. Full details of this program (including an enrolment form) 

can be found in the Instrumental Music booklet. All current instrumental students 

may continue lessons with their teachers. New and aspiring musicians can begin 

lessons. The following instruments and lessons are offered at the Mercy Campus.

SPECIALIST MUSIC
The specialist stream is designed to accelerate students who are already learning 

an instrument. Ideally, students should be having instrumental lessons with  

a teacher and be working towards proficiency in performance and theory.  

This course will provide early acceleration, providing pathways for these young 

musicians to continue music through to VCE level and beyond. The year-long  

course will cover a range of areas within music performance and theory;

•   Solo performance

•   Group performance

•   Musicianship skills (theory and aural)

•   In-depth understanding of own instrument

•   Performance aspects

•   Composing and Arranging music for own instrument

•   Cultural Days

Specialist Music days are held twice a term and are full days of music studies held 

at the Enright Campus. Students need to apply for this course by completing the 

attached document and returning it to Mr Menhennett by the 4th of December.

CHOIR
Students who are currently in the Choir will be able to continue their involvement,  

and new students are encouraged to join in 2021. Mercy Campus students will  

travel by bus to join with the school choir once a week at Enright Campus. 

The choir will be under the direction of Joelene Circosta and will perform  

at Mass, assembly, Eisteddfod, carols, and community events.
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•   voice (singing)

•   guitar

•   drum kit

•   flute

•   saxophone

•   clarinet

•   trumpet

•   violin

•   cello

•   trombone

•   piano



FREQUENTLY 
ASKED QUESTIONS
1. WILL MY SON/DAUGHTER HAVE TEACHER AIDE SUPPORT?

  The allocation of Teacher Aides will be the same as at the Enright Campus,  

based on the level of qualification of time.

2.  HOW DOES THE DROP OFF AND PICK UP  
OF OUR SON/DAUGHTER OPERATE EACH DAY?

  Enter via the Eleventh Street gate and exit via the Riverside Avenue gate.  

Refer to the traffic management plan.

3. IS THERE A CANTEEN OPERATING AT THE CAMPUS?

  Yes, Mercy Campus has a canteen available. The Riverside Trade Training Centre 

also operates a commercial café during the year which families are invited to attend.

4.  DO YEAR 8 STUDENTS HAVE CONNECTIONS 
WITH THE WHOLE SCHOOL?

  Year 8 students will be bussed back to Enright approximately once a week to 

engage with homeroom teachers and students from all year levels. They will 

attend Mass, assemblies, and extended homeroom throughout the year,  

assisting students to maintain their identity in the whole school community. 

5.  HOW DO STUDENTS GET FROM MERCY TO ENRIGHT CAMPUS 
TO CATCH BUSES AND/OR ATTEND AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES?

  A shuttle bus is provided at the end of the day and will meet with connecting buses.
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