
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
21 January 2021 
 
 
 
 
Dear St Joseph College families 
 
To our existing and new families, welcome to the 2021 school year.  After the challenges of 2020, I 
hope each of you enjoyed a well deserved break and had a relaxing and restful summer holiday with 
family, friends and loved ones. 
 
2021 Anniversaries  
This year we are celebrating 200 Years of Catholic Education in Australia, the arrival of the Sisters of 
Mercy in Perth from Ireland 175 years ago and our 115th year as a college. 
 
Pope Francis has declared 2021 to be a year in which we celebrate the 150th anniversary of the 
proclamation of Saint Joseph as patron of the universal church.  Linked is the Apostolic Letter which 
contains a special message about the importance of fatherhood and love for family.    
 
Staying Connected 
I encourage you to stay informed about the happenings of our busy and vibrant community.  The 
college website is a place to go to access information that could be important for a family at any 
point of the year. Another way to receive up to date news is via the skoolbag app.    
 
Staffing Update 
I invite you to join me in extending a warm welcome to our new and returning staff as well as those 
staff who have been appointed into new leadership roles. 
 
New Staff 
Mrs Bethany Presley – Teacher of Drama and English 
Mr Andrew Greville – Teacher of Science and Mathematics 
Mr Keegan Blows – Teacher of Science and Mathematics 
Mrs Carly Kost – Learning Support Officer 
Mr Daniel Cox – Learning Support Officer 
Ms Rebecca Davy – Learning Support Officer 
Mr Anthony Keenan – Maintenance and Grounds 
Mr Shane Wilmore – Cleaner 
 
Returning Staff  
Mrs Casey Cadmore 
Mrs Lauren Dixon  
Mrs Rebecca Kilpatrick  
Mrs Kim Kelly 

https://www.mercedes.wa.edu.au/our-college/history/
https://www.mercedes.wa.edu.au/our-college/history/
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html
https://www.sjcmda.vic.edu.au/
https://skoolbaghelp.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/360007277012-Getting-Started-with-the-SkoolBag-App


 
 

New Leadership Roles 
Ms Danielle Duscher – Head of Mercy Campus 
Ms Brittany Burns – Assistant Head of Mercy Campus 
Mr Marcus Parker, Mrs Rebecca Miller, Mrs Jodie Noblet – Learning Pedagogy Leaders 
Mr Dion Collins – House Team Leader 
Mrs Jodie Birnie – House Leader; MacKillop 
Mr Lachlan Murdoch – House Leader; McAuley 
Mrs Nella O’Brien – Learning Area Facilitator - Religious Education  
Miss Taylor-Paige Wilkie – Learning Area Facilitator – The Arts 
We acknowledge the following staff for their years of service, those retiring and those leaving us for 
the next chapter of their life. 
 
We congratulate the following staff for their years of service to Catholic Education.  
  
10 Years of Service 

• Mrs Jodie Birnie 
• Mrs Emily Coffey 
• Mrs Megan Mannes 
• Mrs Kym Mayne 
• Mrs Cheryl Hartshorn (10 years 2019) 

 
20 Years of Service 

• Mrs Sheryl Abraham 
• Mr Mark Avery (20 years 2019) 

 
We acknowledge the contribution of the following staff as they enter retirement.    

• Mrs Sandra Tiver  
• Mr Zac Bow 
• Mr Ken Knight 
• Mr Colin McCarthy 

 
We wish the following departing staff all the best with their future endeavours. 

• Mrs Andrea Carter 
• Mrs Diane Lewin 
• Mrs Jacinta Ljubic 
• Mr Tony Begley  
• Mr Jack Morrish 
• Mrs Karen Russell 
• Mr Robin Russell 
• Mrs Karen Sutherland 
• Mrs Amy Johnson 
• Miss Amy Carroll 
• Mr Will Fangaloka 

 
We also say a fond farewell to Mrs Michelle Winderlich and Mrs Sophie Law as they take parental 
leave to eagerly await their much anticipated new family members. 
 
 
 



 
 

The Year of Service  
Our 2021 theme is based on our core value of Service. ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive’ Acts 
20:35. We believe that the best way to give is to give of ourselves.  Being of service might mean 
listening, lending a hand or just being there for others.  By serving our students in our college we 
serve the greater community and God.  
 
Our continuing focus is to ensure that every child, every day, is well supported, feels a strong sense 
of connection and is challenged by new learnings and experiences.  We hope this is a year in which 
we can all help each other become a more diverse, unified, empathetic and understanding learning 
community.  We ask for your continued support as we aim to live out the value of Service in thought, 
word, and deed.  
 
In Closing 
2021 brings new beginnings, new experiences and new opportunities.  We are excited to have 
everyone return and look forward to our staff and students building on the successes of the past, but 
importantly leading the college forward into the next phase of our long and proud history. 
 
In my sixth year, it remains an honour and privilege to serve as principal of St Joseph’s College.  I 
trust that God's blessings bring you happiness, inspiration and love for a bright, healthy and peaceful 
new year. 
 
With all good wishes 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Marg Blythman 
Principal 
 

https://www.sjcmda.vic.edu.au/core-values/

