
 LEARNING 
DIVERSITY
AT ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE MILDURA

     ‘Give your chi ld the best  

that education has to offer.’



OUR PHILOSOPHY
St Joseph’s College opened its Enright campus on Twelfth Street  

in 1929. Since then, the college has grown into an inclusive, caring,  

and diverse learning community with an outstanding commitment  

to educating the whole child. 

Every child has great potential. We value the individual and celebrate diversity.  
All students can maximise their educational outcomes and achieve their dreams  
with encouragement and the right pathway. Academic, spiritual, social, physical,  

sensory and health programs ensure that your child has every opportunity to thrive.

LEARNING DIVERSITY
ACADEMICS
The Learning Diversity Team works with students with disabilities and diverse learning 
needs at St Joseph’s College to ensure they are connected to the services they need 
to progress in the most successful way as they learn. Personal Learning Plans are 
developed to ensure students are well supported in classrooms alongside their peers.

WELLBEING AND BEHAVIOUR
The Learning Diversity Team works with the Wellbeing and House Leader Teams 
to ensure students are connected to the right support structures. This may include 
counselling, safety support plans, and behaviour support plans.

THE TEAM
Head of Learning Diversity, Melanie Saleta, and her assistant, Teagan Saleta, coordinate 
a team of experienced Learning Support Officers to ensure students are supported  
in and outside of their classrooms.

Q16 AND MC30
Q16 and MC30 are flexible learning spaces that enable students to have access to a 
range of sensory calming experiences. They provide opportunities for students to have 
social success, as well as academic and wellbeing support. From tents to projected 
calming lighting and social games, students can utilise a variety of multisensory 
learning experiences within this room.

COGNITIVE SUPPORT
Students who have difficulty with learning 
academic content or skills and who 
struggle to apply theory to more complex 
and abstract tasks have opportunities for 
individual support through 1:1 intervention 
and small groups. For example, students 
who have difficulty processing information, 
problems with memory, a global intellectual 
disability, dyslexia, or a language disorder 
receive in-class academic support from our 
highly dedicated team of Learning Support 
officers. Students can also participate in 
supplementary intervention support programs 
such as literacy support, Flourish, speech 
therapy and tutoring after school.

PHYSICAL SUPPORT
Students who need physical support with 
can be connected to paraprofessional 
services at the college through SCOPE 
Victoria. Services include occupational 
therapy for fine and gross motor 
development, as well as physiotherapy. 
Environmental surveys and reviews are 
also completed to ensure that our 
environment does not prevent a 
student’s access to education.

SENSORY SUPPORT
Sensory needs may include hearing  
and/or eyesight. At St Joseph’s College,  
we can screen students to check and test 
their hearing and eyesight and refer them 
to professional services if these results 
suggest further follow up.

Our college also has the RED Cat Hearing 
System in several rooms, enabling students 
with hearing loss to access their teacher’s 
voices at a louder and clearer volume through 
a loop microphone system. Although this 
system is designed for students with hearing 
aids, it can be helpful to all students.

SOCIAL AND 
EMOTIONAL SUPPORT
The social and emotional wellbeing of our 
students is paramount to their educational 
success. The Wellbeing Team works with 
students, parents, teachers, and support 
staff to ensure students have prevention 
and de-escalation plans in place. The Social 
Thinking Program allows students to access 
education and intervention on topics such 
as emotional regulation and social problem 
solving. The Wellbeing Team also provides 
individual counselling and mental health 
breaks in our Raphael Room.

PROGRAMS
•	 �Literacy Support Programs developed in line with 

current research to progress reading, comprehension, spelling, and writing.

•	� Flourish Academic Programs teach students organisation and study skills.

•	� Social Thinking Programs assist students with special pragmatics 
and emotional regulation.

•	 �After school tutoring provides individual academic support 
for student learning needs.

 ‘We are determined to ensure every chi ld 
has the support they need to maximise their 
potential and become lovers of learning for l ife.’



NCCD
THE NATIONAL CONSISTENT COLLECTION OF DATA FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

The NCCD is an annual collection of information about Australian school students with 
disability. The NCCD enables schools, education authorities and governments to better 
understand the needs of students with disability and how they can be best supports 
at school. (NCCD Website, 2021)

St Joseph’s College is dedicated to following the guidelines of the NCCD to provide  
greater access to learning for students with disabilities.

The NCCD provides the funding to allow students to obtain 1:1 intervention, classroom 
support, small group programs, and the Learning Diversity Team.

The cyclical process of the NCCD creates a scaffold for identification, planning, collaboration, 
adjustments, monitoring, and reflecting on both whole-school processes and supports,  
as well as the needs of individuals.

St Joseph’s College has a collaborative team who work together to build educational 
opportunities for all students. The NCCD provides the funding to research, develop,  
and produce resources and programs that are current, research-based, and innovative.

If you have any questions regarding our Learning Diversity programs, 
please contact our Learning Diversity Team at info@sjcmda.vic.edu.au

Acknowledgement of Country
We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians
of the land, and pay our respects to their Elders
past and present. We extend that respect to all 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

College Welcome
All faiths, genders, sexualities,
and cultures are respected and
welcome within the St Joseph’s
College community.

 ‘Education is for everyone in our diverse community. 

We create positive and supportive environments through 

intentional planning and action to enable success for al l students.’


