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COLLEGE EXECUTIVE

DIRECTORS

WELCOME

WE HAVE A DREAM. IT IS OUR DREAM THAT STUDENTS
WILL EXPERIENCE THEIR CLASSROOMS AS INVIGORATING,
INSPIRING LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS - PLACES THEY
CAN LOOK FORWARD TO GOING TO AND PLACES THAT
THEY HATE TO LEAVE.

WVv3il dNo

Mr Greg Kluske
COLLEGE PRINCIPAL
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2026 COLLEGE
CAPTAINS

STUDENTS LEAD THE COLLEGE AS CAPTAINS, HOUSE CAPTAINS
AND IN A VARIETY OF SPECIALIST LEADERSHIP POSITIONS.
THEY MEET EACH MONTH WITH THE COLLEGE LEADERSHIP TEAM
TO DISCUSS MATTERS RELEVANT TO THE STUDENT BODY.

HOUSE SYSTEM

ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE RUNS A VERTICAL HOMEROOM SYSTEM.
EACH HOMEROOM HAS STUDENTS FROM YEARS 7 TO 12 WHO
STAY TOGETHER AS A GROUP FOR THE SIX YEARS AT THE COLLEGE.

HOMEROOM TEACHER

The Homeroom teacher is the first point of contact. The Homeroom teacher
is the primary care-giver. The foremost duty of the Homeroom teacher is to
get to know the students in their care.

HOUSE LEADER

The role of the House Leader is to develop a Christian commmunity, based on

the Mercy tradition in our college.

+ The House Leader promotes the college ethos and traditions within the House.

+ The House Leader has overall responsibility for the pastoral, academic,
spiritual, administrative and student management aspects of the House.

+ The House Leader supports and assists Homeroom teachers in the fulfilment
of their roles.

+ The House Leader works closely with the Deputy Principal Students,
Director of Students, other House Leaders, the Head of Mercy Campus,
Head of Senior Pathways, Head of Learning Diversity and Wellbeing Team
to ensure consistency in all matters.
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HOUSE LEADERS

Mr Sam Doering
CHISHOLM HOUSE LEADER

CHISHOLM

STANDING TOGETHER IN STRENGTH

Caroline Chisholm's (1808-1877) pioneering humanitarian work
saw her touch lives across the world. Caroline established
schools for soldiers’ wives and daughters in India before the
family relocated to the New South Wales colony in 1838. After
witnessing the hardship endured by immigrants arriving in
Sydney, Caroline independently set up homes for young female
immigrants and expanded her efforts to create an employment
office which helped to place more than 11,000 people in homes
and jobs in Sydney. Caroline also organised a government-
approved system of shelter sheds to assist prospectors and
their families in the Victorian goldfields. Many educational
institutions have been named in Caroline Chisholm’s honour,
and she appears on the Australian five-dollar note.

Mr Michael Quin
MACKILLOP HOUSE LEADER

MACKILLOP

DARE TO DREAM

St Mary MacKillop (1842-1909), also known as Saint Mary of
the Cross, is Australia’s first saint. A remarkable woman of
great courage, compassion and resourcefulness, St Mary
inspired great dedication to the less fortunate in the new
colonies of Australia. Devoted to educating the children of
the poor, she opened the first St Joseph's College in a disused
stable at Penola in 1866. After many young women came to
join her, she founded her own order, the Congregation of the
Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart. Mary's institutions
were some of the first of their kind founded by an Australian.
She opened orphanages, shelters for the homeless and
refuges for ex-prisoners. St Mary MacKillop's legacy has
extended far beyond its humble beginnings in Penola.
Today, members of her order continue her work in Australia,
New Zealand, East Timor, Ireland, Peru and Brazil.
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Mr Lachlan Murdoch
McAULEY HOUSE LEADER

McAULEY

RESPECT ALL, FEAR NONE

Catherine McAuley (1778-1841) was an enlightened Christian
ahead of her time whose work embodied the ideals of
modern social justice. She founded the Sisters of Mercy

in 1831 and used her own inheritance to build a house on
Baggot Street in Dublin which acted as both a school and
a refuge for those in need. The Sisters of Mercy came to
Victoria in 1857 and founded our college in 1906. Today, the
Sisters of Mercy preserve Catherine's vision and ideals in
more than forty countries, including Papua New Guinea,
New Zealand, Canada, India and South Africa.

Ms Ceara Kearney
PADUA HOUSE LEADER

PADUA

PASSION AND POWER

St Anthony of Padua (1195-1231) was born in Portugal to a
wealthy family and asked to join the priesthood at age 15.

He became a Franciscan friar and travelled to Morocco for

a short time to preach the Gospel. After he returned to
Europe, Anthony became a celebrated preacher, using his rich,
commanding voice and his ability to clearly explain any topic,
skilfully instructing all types of learners. St Anthony's intelligence
and charisma allowed him to achieve great feats in a remarkably
short time. He is particularly renowned for performing miracles
involving the finding of lost people and objects. Less than a
year after his death in Padua at age 35, he was canonised

and became known as the patron saint of lost things.

Mr Mark Avery
XAVIER HOUSE LEADER

XAVIER

COURAGE UNDER FIRE

St Francis Xavier (1506-1552) was born in the Kingdom of
Navarre in modern-day Spain. At university in Paris, where he
succeeded as both a student and an athlete, he met Ignatius
of Loyola, the founder of the Jesuit order. Francis became one
of the first seven Jesuit priests and travelled to Goa in 1541.
After successful work in India, his travels took him to Japan
in 1549 to spread Christianity. In 1552, Francis died of a fever in
Macau en route to minister to Chinese Christians. Wherever
Francis Xavier went, he left behind flourishing congregations
and is recognised as the patron saint of all the Church's missions.
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30PM - 4:00PM

KEEP UP TO DATE WITH COLLEGE NEW
USING THE SIMON EVERYWHERE APP.

Search your app store for the Simon
Everywhere App and download it to your

device. Select St Joseph's College Mildura

from the list of schools.

LEARNING AREA
FACILITATORS

RELIGIOUS
EDUCATION

Mrs Nella O'Brien

SCIENCE

Mrs Sam Alexander

TECHNOLOGY

Mr Anthony Forrest

ENGLISH MATHEMATICS

Mr Keegan Blows

HUMANITIES

Miss Andrea Higgins Mrs Michelle Winderlich

HEALTH AND PE LANGUAGE

Mr James Canavan Mrs Casey Cadmore
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GENERAL INFORMATION

STUDENT ABSENCE

If a student is going to be absent from college
for any reason, a parent or guardian must
contact the student office on 5018 8051 or
email studentoffice@sjcmda.vic.edu.au
before 9:30am but preferably before 9:00am.
After 9:30am, a text message will be sent

to notify parents/guardians of an

unexplained absence.

FIRST AID

If a student is sick or has been injured, they are
to notify their teacher and report to the First
Aid office for assistance. All reasonable care
will be given to the ill or injured student. In the
event of a student becoming ill during the day,
the College Nurse or first aid officer will notify
parents/guardians and request to arrange for
the student to be taken home. Students are
not to contact their parents/guardians directly.

APPOINTMENTS

If medical appointments are in college hours,
the medical appointment card or letter, signed
by a parent/guardian, must be presented to
the Homeroom teacher. Students in Years
7-10 must be physically collected by a parent/
guardian from the student office. Students in
Years 11-12 can be signed out by the student
office staff. Students must sign out when
they leave and sign in again when they return.
Whenever possible, it is advisable to make
appointments after college hours.

LOCKERS

A locker is provided for each student in the
college. All Year 7 students will be provided
with a lock for their locker. If a new lock is
required for any reason, it is the responsibility
of the parents/guardians to provide a new
one. Lockers should be kept tidy and locked
at all times. The college is not responsible

for property stored in lockers.

ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE MILDURA YEAR 7 HANDBOOK 2026

LATE ARRIVALS AND
EARLY DEPARTURES

Students arriving late to college (after
morning homeroom) must report to

the student office with a note from their
parent/guardian and receive a late pass.
Students in Years 7-10 that wish to leave
early must be physically collected by a
parent/guardian from the student office.
Students in Years 11-12 can be signed out
by the student office staff. A note signed
by a parent/guardian should be given to the

Homeroom teacher at morning homeroom.

MONEY, VALUABLES, MOBILE
PHONES AND SMART WATCHES

Students should avoid bringing valuables
to college including such things as mobile
phones, smart watches, skateboards,
cameras and other electronic devices.
These will be safely stored by the college
upon request. The use of mobile phones
and smart watches at the college can
disrupt the climate in which others learn.
They may also block communication

with others.

The college will not take any responsibility
for these items if they are stolen or lost
whilst in the student’s possession. Large
sums of money should not be brought to
the college. Due to privacy laws, cameras
are not to be used at the college unless
permission has been given by a teacher.
Inappropriate use of electronic items will
result in confiscation and students may
be liable to legal action if laws are broken.

HOMEWORK EXPECTATIONS

Our goal in relation to setting homework is to build good study habits and
consolidate the learning that takes place in the classroom. However, we
also realise that adjusting to secondary school can be challenging at first;
therefore we do not set any homework in the first five weeks of Term 1.
After this, the homework and home study should gradually increase.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

A CATHOLIC COLLEGE IN THE MERCY TRADITION, ST JOSEPH’S
COLLEGE VALUES RELIGIOUS EDUCATION BECAUSE IT GIVES
STUDENTS THE OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN ABOUT THE CATHOLIC
FAITH TRADITION WHILST DISCOVERING HOW THEY CAN EXPRESS,
EXPLORE AND APPLY THEIR FAITH IN A MODERN WORLD.

Religious Education in Years 7 through 12 aims to educate and challenge students
with concepts suited to their level of development. Students learn about issues of
greater complexity and relevance to society alongside the histories and traditions
of Catholicism and other religions. This approach allows our students to understand
other religions and the importance of religious tolerance.

Besides class activities, homework and assessments, Religious Education
encourages young people to volunteer in the true compassionate spirit of
the Mercy Tradition that founded St Joseph's College. Opportunities like
those found in Mercy Works and Project Compassion help to instil a sense of
the meaning of social justice and how we as individuals have a responsibility
to our wider community.

St Joseph's College welcomes all families to share in Catholic celebrations
throughout the year. In February, we begin the year with our Opening Mass
to welcome new students and families to the college. Later in the year,

the St Joseph'’s Feast Day Mass and Mercy Day Mass allow the community
to come together in prayer on two special college days. In November, our
End of Year Mass gives everyone a chance to bid farewell to the graduating
Year 12 students and to give thanks for the year.

St Joseph's multi-dimensional approach to Religious Education provides
several experiential opportunities for students to develop their spirituality.
With conscientious respect to your family’s faith and beliefs in our multicultural
world, St Joseph's commits to supporting the Catholic vision. In the Mercy
Tradition, we work to develop the student as a whole person, a compassionate,
intelligent member of the community. Our young people will gain the skills and
knowledge they will need to thrive in the world, wherever their lives lead them.

ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE MILDURA YEAR 7 HANDBOOK 2026

n
_|
«
O
%
m
U
=
n
()
O
=
=
m
9}
m
=
=
O
C
o
>
<
m
>
o
N
I
>
4
v}
o
o
o
X
N
o
N
()]




12

REPORTING
AND ASSESSMENT

INTERIM REPORTS (MID-SEMESTER)

INTERIM REPORTS PROVIDE PARENTS/GUARDIANS WITH AN INDICATION
OF STUDENT PROGRESS. THE FOCUS IS ON ATTITUDE AND BEHAVIOUR,
ACHIEVEMENTS AND ASSESSMENTS. THE REPORTS WILL PROVIDE

AN INDICATION OF WORK PRACTICES.

The first Interim Report will be completed early in the term. Parents and
guardians will be asked to come into the college to access the Interim Reports
from the Homeroom teacher. This is an opportunity for parents/guardians to
discuss how their child has settled into St Joseph's College and any concerns
they may have. As the college has a Vertical Homeroom system, this will be an
important step in what should be a lengthy relationship between yourselves
and the Homeroom teacher.

The second Interim Report will be available towards the end of Term 3.

SEMESTER REPORTS

OUR SEMESTER REPORTS ARE MORE COMPREHENSIVE AND WILL
INCLUDE DETAILED INFORMATION ABOUT ACHIEVEMENTS,
PARTICULARLY OUTCOMES AND ASSESSMENTS. THESE REPORTS
ARE COMPILED AT THE END OF EACH SEMESTER.

For many parents/guardians the comprehensive semester report will provide more
than enough information. However, there may be times when extra information
or an update on student progress is needed. If required, Homeroom teachers can
be contacted via email or phone to organise a meeting time.

PARENT ACCESS MODULE [PAM]

Parents and guardians are able to access information regarding their children on
the PAM area of the St Joseph'’s College website. Parents and guardians will receive

a login and password to access PAM, which can be found at pam.sjcmda.vic.edu.au

Information such as student attendance, student timetables and student reports
can be viewed on PAM.

ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE MILDURA YEAR 7 HANDBOOK 2026

SPORTS INFORMATION

THE COLLEGE PARTICIPATES IN THE SCHOOL SPORT VICTORIA PROGRAM
WHICH ALLOWS ALL COLLEGES IN THE DISTRICT (GOVERNMENT AND
NON-GOVERNMENT) TO COMPETE AT THE SAME LEVELS IN DIFFERENT
SPORTS SUCH AS BASKETBALL, NETBALL, FOOTBALL, SOCCER,

BADMINTON AND TABLE TENNIS.

The three levels of secondary school
sport are:

DISTRICT LEVEL
School Sport Victoria Sunraysia (SSVS) —
colleges here in Mildura. If you finish in

first place at this level you then qualify for:

REGIONAL LEVEL

School Sport Victoria Loddon Mallee
(SSV LMR) - colleges from Bendigo,
Echuca, Castlemaine and Swan Hill.

STATE LEVEL - (SSV STATE)
Colleges from all over Victoria who have
qualified in their District and Regional
competitions. State competitions are
usually held in Melbourne.

Our college has many other events,
camps and excursions during the
year. Even if we qualify, it is not always
possible to participate in all sports.

YEAR 7 CAMP
VICTOR HARBOR

Our sporting teams are divided
into divisions based on year level
rather than age.

JUNIORS
Years 7 and 8 students.

INTERMEDIATE
Years 9 and 10 students.

SENIOR
Years 11 and 12 students.

We use a nomination process to
determine participation in sport.

START OF TERM 1

Nominations for Term 1and 2 sports.

END OF TERM 2
Nominations for Term 3 sports.

The process for nominating for
sports will be explained to the
students upon their arrival in 2026.

THE YEAR 7 CAMP TO VICTOR HARBOR ALLOWS STUDENTS TO
BUILD POSITIVE CONNECTIONS WITH THEIR PEERS AND STAFF
AND DEVELOP A SENSE OF CONNECTION TO THE COLLEGE.

Students have the opportunity to participate in a number of fun and engaging

activities in a beautiful beachside location.

The cost of this camp is included in the global fee.
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CATHERINE McAULEY
EXCELLENCE AWARDS

THE VIRTUE CONQUERS
ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
LEADERSHIP IN SPORTS
COMMUNITY SERVICE
CREATIVE ENDEAVOUR

SILVER GOLD

14 ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE MILDURA YEAR 7 HANDBOOK 2026

THE VIRTUE CONQUERS
ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS CRITERIA

Academic Excellence

To be considered for an Academic Excellence Award, a student will:

Present academic work of a consistently high standard.
Demonstrate a positive attitude, focus and commitment in class activities.
Aspire to do their best in class.

Display academic excellence.
el

Show marked improvement in progress.

Academic Excellence Awards include:

« Awards for the top 10% of students according to grades
awarded for Assessment tasks.

Improvement awards for the top 10% in terms of
improvement in grades from one semester to the next.

9202 MOOHdANVYH 4 dV3IA VdNA1IN 3937100 S.HJISOC LS

Leadership In Sports

To be considered for a Leadership in Sports Award, a student will:

Exhibit excellent sportsmanship.
Display outstanding levels of participation in training and competition.
Demonstrate a high standard of appropriate skills in a particular range of sports.

Display leadership based on Mercy Values.

Leadership in Sports Awards include: b

NIRTUE CONGLERS

« Age group champions at college Swimming, Athletics,
and Cross Country carnivals.

College representation at Human Powered Vehicle races
and Interschool or higher level sport.

ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE MILDURA YEAR 7 HANDBOOK 2026 15



= CONQUERS PAL'S AWARD

NT AWARDS CRITERIA continuep
. . Each Term, the Principal presents an award at
Com mun |ty SerV|Ce each Year level (total of six awards) to one young
person whom teachers think meets some or all

of the criteria for a student of the term award.
« Demonstrate a commitment to the college community through participationin a This award is nominated by college staff.
range of activities, including community service, fundraising and House activities.

To be considered for a Community Service Award, a student will:

«  Set high standards of behaviour and co-operation in the classroom or schoolyard. CRITERIA:

" ) . | Il i.e.cl k f h
Exhibit values such as honesty, loyalty, trustworthiness, respect and good manners. General excellence (i.e. class work, support of teachers,

] ) ) ] uniform, behaviour, etc).
+ Show unselfishness and consideration by helping others, both at the college i .
and in the local community. An act of goodness, which exemplifies our values.

+  Ongoing dedication to a particular task or duty

(i.e. a sustained effort/commitment).

- Display citizenship, consideration for others and improvements to college life.

- Be prepared to be of service to others and willing to accept responsibility and
volunteer appropriately. + A particular act of courage.
The pursuit of personal best.

Community Service Awards include: o ,
- Significant improvement as a result of concerted effort.

« Outstanding achievement in programs such as the St Vincent de -
Paul Christmas Appeal, Caritas fundraising, St Vincent de Paul MNEanquxns
visitation, Seeds of Justice, Mercy Works, etc.

Being an outstanding role model for other students.

« Leadership with a willingness to serve others and lead by example.
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« Demonstrating compassion, respect, co-operation, courtesy,
good grace, dignity and/or kindness.

- Participation in a program that benefits the college e.g. Mercy

gatherings, Catholic Youth meetings, etc.
Assisting with after-school events such as information nights, - A generosity of spirit and positive attitude toward peers, staff and visitors.

tour guides, catering for college functions, etc.

. Attending local memorial services as representatives of the college.

Creative Endeavour MIDFORD UNIFORM SHOP

To be considered for a Creative Endeavour Award, a student will: 97-99 LIME AVENUE

Show a high degree of skill and commitment in creative presentations and performances.

At the Midford Uniform Shop OPENING HOURS
all of the college uniform items
Demonstrate significant involvement in areas such as performing are available to purchase.

R
arts, visual arts, debating and public speaking. R ; ) WEDNESDAY 8:00AM TO 4:00PM
The uniform shop is located

in Nash Lane, between Lime
and Pine Avenues, behind the
Commonwealth Bank.

+ Represent the college in performances, such as the Eisteddfod.
TUESDAY 8:00AM TO 4:00PM

1ST SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH:
9:30AM TO 11:00AM

Creative Endeavour Awards include:

- Participation in a college production.
Contact 5018 8095
stjosephsmildura@midford.com.au

« Being an active member of a debating team.

. Selection and participation in public speaking programs/
competitions, e.g. Lions Youth of the Year, Frayne Speech Festival.
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FIRST WEEK OF COLLEGE
IMPORTANT DATES

Fee Payment &
Laptop Collection Day

THURSDAY 22 JANUARY 2026

Enright Campus, Twelfth Street,
Langtree Park precinct from

Year 7 first day of college
FRIDAY 30 JANUARY 2026

Dress College summer uniform,
including hat.

Lunch Students must bring their lunch.

TERM DATES

Term 1 27 January 2026* to 2 April 2026

Term 2 20 April 2026 to 26 June 2026

Term 3 13 July 2026 to 18 September 2026
Term 4 5 October 2026 to 18 December 2026

*Students commence 28 January in Government Schools.

8:00am to 6:00pm. * Students are asked not to overpack

- Collect Laptop Computer college bags on this day.

- Payment of Fees. Year 7 Camp - Victor Harbor

7 TO 10 SEPTEMBER 2026

HAENEN LIBRARY

The Haenen Library offers an excellent location for students to study independently
with computer resources and a variety of physical resources available. There is a separate
VCE section for students to complete study tasks. The expectation is that students will
use this space quietly, with respect to the study needs of other students.

Hours

Monday - Thursday 8:00am - 6:00pm

Friday 8:00am -5:00pm

School Holidays 9:00am - 3:30pm

Loans

Most materials are borrowed for two weeks, although resources in high demand can be
limited to overnight loan. Class texts are borrowed for the term or semester according
to arrangements with the subject teacher.

Catalogue

An integrated computer network enables students to access the catalogue, internet
and intranet throughout the college via individual student login. Students can also
access the intranet and catalogue from home by logging in via college’'s website at
www.sjcmda.vic.edu.au

Various information brochures are available in the Library to help you obtain maximum
benefit from the Library and network resources.

ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE MILDURA YEAR 7 HANDBOOK 2026

SCHOOLTV

SchoolTV is a resource related to youth mental health
and wellbeing that the college has implemented to
help support you in the challenges of modern-day
parenting. Parenting is a learning journey, and SchoolTV
supports families by providing credible information from SCh 00 ITV
trusted sources with practical strategies to help alleviate

some of the challenges being faced by young people today.

SchoolTV offers video interviews with leading wellbeing specialists
alongside a library of resources. All topics are accompanied by additional
videos, factsheets, podcasts, books, articles, and more.

Parents, guardians and caregivers are the greatest influence on a young
person’s life, and SchoolTV focuses on empowering confident parenting.

&3
<& YEARS OF

7e cono® MERCY EDUCATION
IN SUNRAYSIA

Meroy ST JOSEPH’S I
Fducation COLLEGE MILDURA

[ | COLLEGE WELCOME

o All faiths, genders, sexualities, and cultures are respected
| and welcome within the St Joseph’s College community.

P ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the land and
‘ pay our respects to their Elders past and present. We extend
that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE MILDURA YEAR 7 HANDBOOK 2026

n
_|
«
O
%)
m
U
=
n
0
O
=
=
m
9}
m
<
':
O
[
0
>
<
m
>
o
N
I
>
4
v}
o
o
o
X
N
o
N
()]




MY CHILD’S DETAILS

HOUSE NAME

HOUSE LEADER NAME

HOMEROOM <Number>

HOMEROOM TEACHER

HOMEROOM
TEACHER EMAIL

Student Absences p 5018 8051
E studentoffice@sjcmda.vic.edu.au

ST JOSEPH’S
COLLEGE MILDURA
4 YEARS OF

2
%, &
7ug conos® MERCY EDUCATION
IN SUNRAYSIA

ENRIGHT CAMPUS
154 TWELFTH STREET, MILDURA VICTORIA 3500

MERCY CAMPUS
CORNER RIVERSIDE AVENUE & ELEVENTH ST
MILDURA VICTORIA 3500

LANGTREE CAMPUS
8-10 LANGTREE PARADE, MILDURA VICTORIA 3500

103 5018 8000
E reception@sjcmda.vic.edu.au

sjcmda.vic.edu.au



