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Preparing for Year 9 at St Joseph’s College is exciting 
for students. For the first time, they have the opportunity 
to choose Elective Subjects that suit their interests.  
Core Subjects taken by all students complete the year 
level curriculum.

We have designed this guide to inform students and parents 
about all Year 9 Subjects, both Core and Elective. Each Subject’s 
profile contains a content overview, future study pathway options, 
and assessment information.

INTRODUCTION
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CORE SUBJECTS
Compulsory Core Subjects for all Year 9 students:

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION	 7

ITALIAN	 14

ENGLISH	 8

SCIENCE	 10

MATHEMATICS	 9

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION	 11

GEOGRAPHY	 12

HISTORY	 13

ART	 15

DANCE	 16

DRAMA	 17

VISUAL COMMUNICATION DESIGN	 18

DRAWING FOR BUILDING	 19

MEDIA STUDIES	 20

MUSIC	 21

MATERIALS TECHNOLOGY – INTRODUCTION TO DESIGN	 22

MATERIALS TECHNOLOGY – DESIGN & CONSTRUCT	 23

MECHANICAL & ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS	 24

DIGITAL DESIGN	 25

PROGRAMMING FOR GAMES	 26

FOOD STUDIES	 27

TEXTILES FOR BEGINNERS	 28

TEXTILES ARTS & CRAFTS	 29

Full descriptions of each subject can be found later in this guide.

ELECTIVE SUBJECTS

C
O

N
TEN

TS

HUMANITIES	 12-13

THE ARTS	 15-21

TECHNOLOGY	 22-29

ELECTIVES	 4

HOW TO USE THE PLANNER	 4

YEAR 9 SUBJECT SELECTION PLANNER	 5

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES	 6
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HOW TO USE THE PLANNER
We have designed the Year 9 Subject Planner on the following page to help 
students and parents map out options for next year.

Please do not submit it to advise of final subject selections.

We recommend that students should have a brief discussion with their Pastoral Care 
Group teacher regarding their options for next year and take some time to read through 
the information related to each subject that interests them.

If a student needs more information about certain selections, they or their parents  
should contact the relevant subject teacher or Learning Area Facilitator.

ELECTIVES
WHAT DO STUDENTS NEED TO DO?
Year 8 students will need to make the following decisions about their  
Elective Subjects for 2027:

Choice 1    Will the student continue studying Italian?
If a student continues studying Italian, they will need to choose one Arts 
subject and one Technology subject in addition to both Italian subjects. 
A subject runs for one semester.

Choice 2    If a student will not continue studying Italian:
They will need to select two Arts subjects and two Technology 
subjects. Each subject runs for one semester.

If you would like more information about subjects on offer within Technology and 
the Arts during Year 9, this guide will provide further information. There is also the 
opportunity to attend the Senior Pathways Information Evening where Year 9 
Technology and Arts teachers will be present to answer any questions you might have.

Subject Changes – Requests for Semester 1 subject changes must be made during the 
first two weeks of Term 1. Requests for Semester 2 subject changes must be made in 
the first two weeks of Term 3. 

To arrange a subject change meeting, students will need to contact Mrs Chamberlain 
by sending an email to achamberlain@sjcmda.vic.edu.au 

Subject change requests after the deadlines outlined above may not be considered. 

The 2027 Year 9 Subject Selection Guide requires students to choose reserve options in 
case a student does not receive their first Elective Subject preference. Student numbers, 
staffing, timetabling, facilities, and other limitations on resources all factor into the 
subjects that the College will offer in 2027. Therefore, it may not always be possible 
to give each student their preferred subject choices.

Information on each Elective Subject can be found in this guide. All subjects run 
for one semester. 

RETURN TO CONTENTS 
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Choice 1

Choice 2

YEAR 9 SUBJECT 
SELECTION PLANNER
For more information on the specifics of each subject,  
please refer to the subject descriptions in this guide.

RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION
Compulsory Full Year

ENGLISH
Compulsory Full Year

MATHEMATICS
Compulsory Full Year

SCIENCE
Compulsory Full Year

HEALTH & PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION
Compulsory Full Year

HUMANITIES
Compulsory one 
semester each of: 
• Geography  • History

ITALIAN If continuing – choose one Arts subject 
and one Technology subject below.

THE ARTS
Select One Subject

TECHNOLOGY
Select One Subject

ITALIAN
If not continuing – choose two Arts subjects 
and two Technology subjects below.

THE ARTS
Select One Subject

TECHNOLOGY
Select One Subject

Subject Semester 2 Teacher Check

Materials Technology – 
Introduction to Design

Materials Technology – 
Design & Construct

Mechanical & 
Electrical Systems

Digital Design

Programming for Games

Food Studies

Textiles for Beginners

Textiles Arts & Crafts

Visual Communication Design

Drawing for Building

Media Studies

Music

Art

Dance

Drama

Materials Technology – 
Introduction to Design

Materials Technology – 
Design & Construct

Mechanical & 
Electrical Systems

Digital Design

Programming for Games

Food Studies

Textiles for Beginners

Textiles Arts & Crafts

Visual Communication Design

Drawing for Building

Media Studies

Music

Art

Dance

Drama

Semester 1
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EXTENSION ACTIVITIES

ARTS
•	� College Production – Every second year, a 

musical is chosen. Students who participate 
hone talents in drama, art, music, dance,  
and design. 

•	� VCE Visual Arts Exhibition

•	� Annual Ball – Design and create decorations 
as well as assist with setting up the annual  
St Joseph’s College Ball.

•	 �Competitions – Many school-based art 
and graphic poster, stamp, product and 
logo competitions are held each year.

•	 �Ilford Photography Competition –  
Held every three months, students produce 
black and white photographs to enter this.

•	 �Mildura Eisteddfod – Performing Arts 
students can choose to participate in the  
Mildura Eisteddfod.

•	� Instrumental Music – Students can learn an 
instrument with our specialist instrumental 
teachers. (Spaces are limited.)

•	� College Band – Weekly practices and 
various performances at civic, college 
and community events.

•	� Dance – For Masses.

•	� Performing Arts Showcase – Students take 
to the stage at the Mercy Theatre for our  
end of year showcase that features dance, 
drama and music.

LANGUAGES – ITALIAN
•	� Eisteddfod Dante Alighieri Poetry Recital

•	� Opportunities to enter writing competitions 
organised by COASIT, Melbourne

•	� Bi-annual Study Tour to Italy 
(September Holidays)

•	� Cultural Exchange Programs

ENGLISH
•	� Frayne Speech Festival

•	� Lion’s Youth of the Year

•	 �Inter-School Debating

•	 �ABC ‘Heywire’ Writing Competition

•	� Premier’s Writing Competition

•	� Assorted National Poetry 
and Writing Competitions

MATHEMATICS
•	� Computational and Algorithmic 

Thinking (CAT) Competition

•	� Mathematics Challenge for Young Australians

•	� Australian Mathematics Competition

•	� ICAS Mathematics Competition

SCIENCE
•	� Years 7 to 12 Science Talent Search / ICAS / 

ANCQ Chemistry Quiz / Big Science

•	� Year 9 Siemens Science Experience

•	� Years 9 to 12 NASA Tour

•	� F1 Experience Tour

TECHNOLOGY
•	 �Australian Informatics Olympiad

•	� Senior Students Fashion photo shoot

•	� Wool4School Design Competition

•	� Top Designs

•	� F1 Experience Tour

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION
•	� In addition to the College’s swimming, 

athletics and cross country running 
carnivals, we offer a variety of team and 
individual sports. Students have the 
opportunity to compete at local level in 
the Sunraysia Secondary School Sports 
Association (SSSSA). If they are successful, 
they are invited to compete in the Northern 
Zone finals. Success at this level paves the 
way to State finals, where the top teams and 
individuals from across Victoria compete.

HUMANITIES
•	 �Australian Business Week

•	� Geography Competitions

•	� Historical Fiction Competition

•	� ASX Share Market Game

RETURN TO CONTENTS 
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In Year 9 there are two compulsory Religious Education subjects. These provide a 
very thorough coverage of the key strands of the Awakenings Religious Education 
guidelines dealing with Christian Ethics, Church, Religion and Society, Prayer, 
Sacraments, and Scripture.

Students also attend compulsory seminar and retreat days. These are essential for providing a 
nurturing educational and spiritual environment for students to reflect on their beliefs and lives.

RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION

Content Overview

Future Study Pathways

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
SEMESTER 1  REL091 

Term 1: Stewardship 
Students will investigate and report on 
various environmental issues relating to 
Stewardship. They then examine the call to 
care for ‘creation’ as co-creators with God. 

Term 2: The Good News 
Students will investigate and identify the 
Four Gospels in terms of their context, 
content, structure, purpose, themes,  
and audience. One particular focus will 
be the Gospel that is emphasised by  
DOBCEL and how Jesus is portrayed  
within all Gospel readings. Students will 
reflect on the impact of this portrait of  
Jesus and how Christians see him today.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
SEMESTER 2  REL092

Term 3: Celebration and Living Out 
the Eucharist 

Students investigate and report on how 
Christian religions celebrate the Eucharist, 
e.g. Holy Communion. They compare the 
Eucharist ritual to everyday life events that 
occur today, i.e. how one lives out the Eucharist. 

Term 4: The Pathways in Life
Students are exposed to Good Christian 
Decision-Making Skills by following a step-
by-step plan. They are given various life 
scenarios and encouraged to apply those 
steps to individual cases. Students will 
discuss each case and apply their Good 
Christian Decision-Making Skills.

Types of Assessment

•	� Term 1: Stewardship Environment 
Research Task

•	� Term 2: Triple Play Assessment Task

•	� Term 3: The Celebration of the 
Eucharist

•	� Term 4: Christian Moral Decision 
Making & Ethical Issues Assignment

Year 10 Religious Education:

•	 Term 1: The Mysteries of Life 

•	 Term 2: Transformation

•	 Term 3: Choices 

•	 Term 4: Memories, Gifts and Presences 

Further Information

Please contact the Religious Education 
Learning Area Facilitator: Mrs Nella O’Brien

nobrien@sjcmda.vic.edu.au

FULL YEAR

7
RETURN TO CONTENTS 
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English in Year 9 helps students to engage imaginatively and critically with 
literature and to appreciate its aesthetic qualities. Students explore ideas and 
perspectives about human experience and cultural significance, interpersonal 
relationships, and ethical and global issues within real-world and fictional settings.

They are exposed to literature from a range of historical, cultural, and social contexts. 
Through the study of texts, students develop an understanding of themselves and 
their place in the world. Each area of study focuses on developing students’ knowledge, 
understanding, and skills in the language modes of listening, speaking, reading, viewing, 
and writing whilst attuning them to the task’s modality, the work’s pacing, and the  
further requirements of senior English.

ENGLISH
FULL YEAR

Content Overview

Types of Assessment

Future Study Pathways

ENGLISH 
ENG091 | ENG092 

Reading and Viewing 
•	� Text Analysis (novels, short stories, 

films, plays, poetry, literary extracts) 

Speaking and Listening 
•	� Point of View Oral Presentation 

Writing 
•	� Creation of works in various modes, 

genres and styles.

•	 Classwork

•	 Assessment Tasks

•	 End of Semester Exam

•	 Year 10 English

•	 VCE English

•	 TAFE Courses

•	 University Degrees

Further Information

Please contact your student’s English 
teacher or the English Learning Area 
Facilitator: Ms Joelene Cappola

jcappola@sjcmda.vic.edu.au

RETURN TO CONTENTS 
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Year 9 Mathematics extends students’ prior learning and develops their confidence 
in applying mathematical ideas to real-world and abstract problems. The course 
encourages students to build fluency, make connections between concepts, 
and use reasoning and problem-solving strategies across a range of topics.

Students refine their ability to take accurate measurements by using scientific notation 
and considering accuracy through absolute, relative and percentage errors. They work 
with the real number line to compare rational and irrational numbers and apply Pythagoras’ 
theorem to deepen their understanding of irrational square roots.

Algebra becomes a major focus, with students manipulating expressions, expanding and 
factorising simple quadratics, and solving linear and non-linear equations using numerical, 
graphical, and algebraic methods. They also model real situations using linear and quadratic 
functions and represent these relationships using tables, graphs, algebra, and digital tools.

In Geometry, students apply similarity, scale, trigonometry, and Pythagorean theorem to 
tackle practical problems and calculate surface area, volume, and other measurements 
related to various shapes and objects.

Students explore probability through two-step and compound events by using tools such 
as Venn diagrams, tree diagrams and two-way tables, and design experiments to analyse 
relative frequencies. They also develop data analysis skills by comparing distributions,  
choosing appropriate representations, and evaluating the validity of statistical claims.

MATHEMATICS

Content Overview

Types of Assessment

Future Study Pathways

MATHEMATICS 
MAT091 | MAT092

•	 Statistics & Probability

•	 Linear Algebra

•	 Pythagoras & Trigonometry

•	 Indices

•	 Financial Mathematics

•	 Algebra

•	 Equations

•	 Topic Tests

•	 Projects

•	 Year 10 Foundation Mathematics

•	 Year 10 General Mathematics

•	 Introduction to Mathematical Methods

•	 VCE Mathematics

•	 TAFE Courses

•	 University Degrees

Further Information

Please contact your student’s 
Mathematics teacher or the 
Mathematics Learning Area Facilitator: 
Mr Keegan Blows

kblows@sjcmda.vic.edu.au

FULL YEAR

RETURN TO CONTENTS 



10

S
C

IE
N

C
E

Y
E

A
R

 9
 S

U
B

JE
C

T S
E

L
E

C
T

IO
N

 G
U

ID
E

ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE MILDURA YEAR 9 SUBJECT SELECTION GUIDE

In Year 9 Science, students explore how scientific principles explain everyday 
phenomena and the natural world. They develop skills in investigation, problem-
solving, and scientific reasoning through several topics, including Inside an 
Atom, Electricity, Reaction Types, Control and Coordination, and Agriculture.

Through collaborative, inquiry-based learning, students generate and test hypotheses, 
evaluate evidence, and communicate their findings using scientific language and digital 
tools. They consider the ethical and global implications of scientific advances and 
recognise contributions from diverse cultures and Indigenous knowledge systems.  
This course builds the critical, creative, and ethical thinking capabilities needed to 
understand how Science influences technology, society, and our shared future.

SCIENCE
FULL YEAR

Content Overview

Types of Assessment

Future Study Pathways

SCIENCE SEMESTER 1 
SCI091 

•	 Inside an Atom

•	 Ecosystems

•	 Electricity

SCIENCE SEMESTER 2 
SCI092

•	 Chemical Reactions

•	 Responding

•	 Space and Earth Sciences

•	 Agriculture

•	 Classwork

•	 Practical Investigation Reports

•	 Topic Tests

•	 Research Tasks

•	 Year 10 Agriculture

•	 Year 10 Biology

•	 Year 10 Chemistry

•	 Year 10 iSTEM

•	 Year 10 Physics

•	 Year 10 Psychology

•	 Year 10 Systems Engineering

•	 VCE Science Units

•	 TAFE Courses

•	 University Degrees

Further Information

Please contact your student’s Science 
teacher or the Science Learning Area 
Facilitator: Mrs Samantha Alexander

salexander@sjcmda.vic.edu.au

RETURN TO CONTENTS 
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All Year 9 students will complete a year of Health and Physical Education. The Health 
component will focus on the key areas of risk and safety, mental health, healthy 
relationships, sexuality and consent education, and drugs and their impact on 
the human body. 

The practical Physical Education component of this subject will enable students to get active 
and improve their health and fitness through net and wall games, football codes, community 
fitness ,and performance-based training. Students should be prepared for two practical 
sessions each week. The remaining session will address health theory. (This will be 
communicated by the class teacher at the beginning of each semester.)

HEALTH & PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION

Content Overview

Types of Assessment

Future Study Pathways

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
PED090

HEALTH
•	 Building Resilience 

•	 Healthy Relationships

•	 Our Body 

•	 Job Ready

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
•	� Net & Wall (Table Tennis, Pickleball, 

Speedminton)

•	 Footy Codes (AFL, Soccer, NRL, Gaelic)

•	 Athletics & Biomechanics

•	 Performance Training

•	 International Sports

•	 Inclusive Coaching

•	 Tests

•	 Research Tasks

•	 Practical Participation

•	 Year 10 Get Active

•	 Year 10 Total Sports

•	 Year 10 Health

•	 Year 10 Introduction to VCE PE

•	 Year 10 Introduction to VCE HHD

•	 Year 10 Outdoor Education Introduction

•	 VCE Health and Physical Education Units

•	 VET

•	 TAFE Courses

•	 University Degrees

Further Information

Please contact your student’s Health & PE 
teacher or the Health & PE Learning Area 
Facilitator: Mr James Canavan

jcanavan@sjcmda.vic.edu.au

FULL YEAR

RETURN TO CONTENTS 
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Students must complete a Geography subject and a History subject 
in Year 9 as per the requirements of the Victorian Curriculum.

The Geography subject introduces students to various skills and concepts related 
to the study of our planet’s land masses and the relationships between people and 
their environment, with a focus on human wellbeing. 

Students will learn how to read a map and complete fieldwork, as well as create 
and analyse a landscape cross-section graphic presentation. They will also gain an 
understanding of geographical terms, such as cartography, longitude and latitude, 
biomes, and environmental change.

GEOGRAPHY

HUMANITIES

ONE SEMESTER

Content Overview

Types of Assessment

Future Study Pathways

GEOGRAPHY 
GEO090 

•	 Biomes

•	 Environmental Change

•	 Fieldwork

•	 Human Wellbeing

•	 Structured Question & Research Task

•	 Fieldwork Report

•	 End of Semester Test

•	 Year 10 Geography 

•	 VCE Geography

•	 TAFE Courses

•	 University Degrees

Further Information

Please contact your student’s Humanities 
teacher or the Humanities Learning Area 
Facilitator: Mrs Andrea Chamberlain

achamberlain@sjcmda.vic.edu.au

RETURN TO CONTENTS 
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Students must complete a History subject and a Geography subject in Year 9 
as this is compulsory according to the Victorian Curriculum.

The History subject offers a comprehensive study of significant global events from 
the mid-18th century to the end of World War II in 1945. Students will explore the 
transformative period of Japanese society from 1750 to the present. The curriculum 
then delves into the complexities of World War I, the tumultuous Inter-War Years,  
the devastation of World War II, and the horrors of the Holocaust. 

Through these focus topics, students will gain a broader perspective of the historical 
forces that shaped the modern world.

HISTORY
ONE SEMESTER

Content Overview

Types of Assessment

Future Study Pathways

HISTORY 
HIS090 

•	 Investigation: Asia (1750 to Present)

•	 World War I

•	 Inter-war Years and World War II

•	 Holocaust

•	 Timeline Research Task

•	 Essay

•	 Source Analysis

•	 Year 10 History

•	 VCE History

•	 VCE Sociology

•	 VCE Legal Studies

•	 VCE Art

•	 TAFE Courses

•	 University Degrees 

Further Information

Please contact your student’s Humanities 
teacher or the Humanities Learning Area 
Facilitator: Mrs Andrea Chamberlain

achamberlain@sjcmda.vic.edu.au

RETURN TO CONTENTS 
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Italian is sequential and it is a requirement for the further study of Italian  
that both subjects are undertaken in Year 9.

In Year 9 Italian, students continue to build confidence and fluency in both spoken and 
written communication. They deepen their understanding of key grammatical features 
and expand their use of verb tenses, particularly in the present and past. 

Through a range of engaging topics, students develop their ability to comprehend and 
respond to authentic Italian language. They also strengthen problem-solving skills and 
broaden their knowledge of cultural awareness, gaining insights into contemporary  
Italian life and their role as global citizens.

ITALIAN
FULL YEAR RECOMMENDED

•	 Grammar Assessment
•	� Reading and Listening 

Comprehension Assessment
•	 Writing Assessment
•	 Speaking Assessment

Content Overview

Types of Assessment

Future Study Pathways

ITALIAN 
ITL091 | ITL092 

Keeping in shape
•	 The human body and health and fitness
•	� Reflexive verbs, present tense,  

and daily activities

Living in Italy
•	 Directions 
•	 Housing in Italy and rooms in the house

Italian fashion
•	� Clothing items and Italian 

fashion designers
•	� Use of modal verbs and 

descriptive writing

Past leisure activities
•	� Italian festivals
•	� Simple past tense

•	 Year 10 Italian

•	 VCE Italian

•	� Italian Study Tour: Students who study 
Italian from Years 9 to 11 are eligible for 
the trip to Italy, held every second year.

•	� University Degrees

•	� Career Pathways: visual and performing 
arts, fashion and design, international 
business, travel and tourism, border 
enforcement and customs, journalism, 
engineering, and culinary arts.

Further Information

Please contact your student’s Italian 
teacher or the Languages Learning Area 
Facilitator: Mrs Casey Cadmore

ccadmore@sjcmda.vic.edu.au

RETURN TO CONTENTS 
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THE ARTS

This subject aims to build upon a student’s knowledge of multiple concepts 
and techniques related to visual arts. 

Through practical experience, students acquire an understanding of technical skills, 
conceptual ideas, and aesthetic aspects of functional and non-functional art. Students 
will design and create art that should communicate their ideas in an original way using 
creative processes. Students will learn the ‘language of visual arts’ which will enable them 
to describe and respond to works of art.

Content Overview

Types of Assessment

Future Study Pathways

ART 
ART090

Theory

•	 The Art Elements & Principles

•	 Australian Indigenous Art

Painting

•	 Painting Techniques

•	 Landscape Painting

Drawing

•	 Pencil Drawing

•	 Zentangles

•	 Drawing from Nature

Sculpture

•	 Clay 

•	 Plaster & Wire 

•	 Visual Arts Journal

•	 Finished Artworks

•	� Documentation and Reflections on 
The Creative Practice

•	 Year 10 Art

•	 Year 10 Photography

•	 VCE Art Creative Practice

•	� TAFE Courses 

•	� University Degrees

Further Information

Please contact your student’s Year 8 
Art teacher or the Arts Learning Area 
Facilitator: Miss Andy Higgins

ahiggins@sjcmda.vic.edu.au

ART
ONE SEMESTER

RETURN TO CONTENTS 
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THE ARTS

Year 9 Dance students are provided with a broad introduction 
to dance theory and will analyse a range of dance styles.

The concept of choreographic intention is explored through analysis, improvisation, and the 
selection of actions within a practical setting. Physical skills are developed, and students are 
taught a learnt dance, with a view to developing an eye for detail and performance skills.

Content Overview

Types of Assessment

Future Study Pathways

DANCE 
DAN9A1

Theory

•	 Dance Safety

•	 Choreography

•	 Performance

Practical

•	 Group Dance Performance

•	 Choreography & Performance

•	 Safe Dance Assignment

•	 Theory Booklet

•	 Group Dance Performance

•	 Analysis of Group Dance

•	 Year 10 Dance 

•	 Years 11 & 12 Dance

•	� TAFE Courses

•	� University Degrees

Further Information

Please contact your student’s Year 8 
Dance teacher or the Arts Learning Area 
Facilitator: Miss Andy Higgins

ahiggins@sjcmda.vic.edu.au

DANCE
ONE SEMESTER

RETURN TO CONTENTS 
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This subject concentrates on the dramatic elements that create immersive 
and compelling theatrical performances.

Students use their skills to create presentations and are encouraged to develop, refine, 
and shape improvisations. To convey meaning, students experiment with dramatic  
and theatrical forms, styles, and conventions.

Content Overview

Types of Assessment

Future Study Pathways

DRAMA 
DRA090

•	 Elements of Drama

•	 Journals, Analysis + Theory

•	 Scriptwriting and Planning Techniques

•	 Theatrical & Acting Styles 

•	� Ensemble Scenes, Monologues, 
Scripted Drama and Improvisation Tasks

•	 Performance Strategies

•	 Solo Performance

•	 Journal

•	 Duologues / Small Group Presentations

•	 Analysis of Acting and Directing

•	 Year 10 Drama 

•	 VCE Drama

•	 VCE Theatre Studies

•	� TAFE Courses

•	� University Degrees

Further Information

Please contact your student’s Year 8 
Drama teacher or the Arts Learning Area 
Facilitator: Miss Andy Higgins

ahiggins@sjcmda.vic.edu.au

DRAMA
ONE SEMESTER
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ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE MILDURA YEAR 9 SUBJECT SELECTION GUIDE

THE ARTS

This subject enables students to appreciate the different ways design can communicate 
information and teaches them how to produce design-based products. 

Students are encouraged to further develop and consolidate techniques related to 
observational drawing, systems drawing, and rendering. They will also consider how 
to apply design thinking skills to various everyday problems.

Content Overview

Types of Assessment

Future Study Pathways

VISUAL COMMUNICATION 
DESIGN 
VCN090

•	 Design Elements and Principles 

•	� Souvenir Road Signs 
(Communication Design)

•	 Outdoor Furniture Design 
	 (Object Design)

•	 Label Swap (Communication Design)

•	 Folio of Concepts:  
	 Elements and Principles

•	 Presentation of Communication Designs

•	 Object Design: 3D Model & Critique

•	� Visual Presentation of 
Communication Designs

•	� Documentation of ‘Double Diamond 
Process’ in Folio

•	 Year 10 Architecture and Design

•	 Year 10 Materials Technology – Wood 

•	 VCE Visual Communication Design

•	 VCE Materials Technology – Wood 

•	� TAFE Courses

•	� University Degrees

Further Information

Please contact your student’s Year 8 
Art teacher or the Arts Learning Area 
Facilitator: Miss Andy Higgins

ahiggins@sjcmda.vic.edu.au

VISUAL COMMUNICATION 
DESIGN
ONE SEMESTER
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19ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE MILDURA YEAR 9 SUBJECT SELECTION GUIDE

Year 9 Drawing for Building introduces students to the necessary skills 
they will need in the building and construction industries.

Students who complete Technology Woodwork, Systems Engineering and Mechanical 
& Electrical Systems are highly encouraged to complete this subject.

Students will complete a variety of architectural drawing methods, such as floor plans, 
elevations, sections, and key construction details. Students will be introduced to different 
forms of Architectural Drawing to enable them to design and produce a scale model. 
This will include sketching and three-dimensional drawing in isometric and orthogonal. 
Students will also utilise new technologies in CNC technology and 3D printing.

Content Overview

Types of Assessment

Future Study Pathways

DRAWING FOR BUILDING 
DFB090

Theory

•	  History of Australian Architecture 

Practical

•	  Technical Drawing Workbook 

•	  3D Model Building

•	  Industry Visits

•	 Industry Investigation

•	� Drawing for Building Practical 
Workbook

•	 Explore and Respond to Architecture

•	 Architectural Design

•	  Year 10 Architecture and Design

•	  VCE Visual Communication Design

•	  Year 10 Materials Technology – Wood 

•	  VCE Materials Technology – Wood 

•	� TAFE Courses

•	� University Degrees

Students who complete Drawing for 
Building develop strong technical and 
creative skills that can lead to careers in 
architectural drafting, design consultancy, 
construction project support, and urban 
development. These pathways also 
provide a foundation for further study 
in advanced architectural practice or 
related design disciplines.

Further Information

Please contact your student’s Year 8 
Art teacher or the Arts Learning Area 
Facilitator: Miss Andy Higgins

ahiggins@sjcmda.vic.edu.au

DRAWING FOR BUILDING
ONE SEMESTER
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ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE MILDURA YEAR 9 SUBJECT SELECTION GUIDE

THE ARTS

Year 9 Media Studies introduces students to the media production process.

Students will explore many types of media and create their own examples of these.  
Students develop skills in narrative storytelling and learn how to translate these across  
several forms. Some of the areas covered may include film production, digital technology,  
news reports, and the history of technology in media.

Content Overview

Types of Assessment

Future Study Pathways

MEDIA STUDIES 
MED090

•	 Film Analysis: Hunt for the Wilderpeople

•	� Production Process –  
How to Produce Media Narratives

•	 Media Codes

•	 Film Genres

•	 News Reporting 

•	 How to Create Animation

•	 Film Analysis Written Task

•	 Folio of Production Process Tasks

•	 Make a Short Film

•	 Written Film Scene Analysis

•	 Produce a News Report 

•	 Create Short-form Animation

•	 Year 10 Media 

•	 Year 11 & 12 Media

•	� TAFE Courses 

•	� University Degrees

Further Information

Please contact your student’s Year 8 
Art teacher or the Arts Learning Area 
Facilitator: Miss Andy Higgins

ahiggins@sjcmda.vic.edu.au

MEDIA STUDIES
ONE SEMESTER

RETURN TO CONTENTS 
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In Year 9 Music, students expand their overall subject knowledge by studying 
the practical aspects of music and performance, aural and written theory,  
and music history. 

They begin to develop musicianship skills through listening to, analysing, and interpreting  
various compositions and perform in a number of self-directed ensembles. Students study 
theory at their own pace at Grade 1–2 AMEB level.

Content Overview

Types of Assessment

Future Study Pathways

MUSIC 
MSC090

•	 Solo/Ensemble Performance

•	� Music Technology/Film Music/
Composition

•	 Elements of Music

•	� Theory, Aural & Song Analysis 
(Musicianship)

•	� Australian Rock music

•	� Promote a Band Major Project

•	 Journal

•	 Observations –  
	 Rehearsals & Performances

•	 Performance 

•	 Theory Book & Relevant Worksheets

•	 Year 10 Music

•	 Year 11 & 12 Music 

•	� TAFE Courses

•	� University Degrees

Further Information

Please contact your student’s Year 8 
Music teacher or the Arts Learning Area 
Facilitator: Miss Andy Higgins

ahiggins@sjcmda.vic.edu.au

MUSIC
ONE SEMESTER
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ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE MILDURA YEAR 9 SUBJECT SELECTION GUIDE

TECHNOLOGY

This subject gives students experience in designing and working within  
the resistant materials categories of metal, timber, and plastics.

Students gain an insight into the characteristics of different materials and how each  
of these can be shaped using specialist tools and equipment. They develop technical 
drawing skills and present their designs in isometric and orthogonal drawings.

Content Overview

Types of Assessment

Future Study Pathways

MATERIALS TECHNOLOGY 
DTYID0

•	 Workshop Safety

•	 Design Folio

•	 Competency Task

•	 Practical Tasks

•	 Design Folio Development

•	 Timber Product Construction

•	 Drawing Folio

•	 Year 10 Wood by Design

•	� VCE Unit 1 and 2 Product Design 
and Technology

•	� Certificate II Building and Construction: 
Carpentry – Year 1

•	 Apprenticeships

•	 TAFE Courses

•	 University Degrees

Further Information

Please contact your student’s Year 8 
Technology teacher or the Technology 
Learning Area Facilitator:  
Mr Anthony Forrest

aforrest@sjcmda.vic.edu.au

MATERIALS TECHNOLOGY – 
INTRODUCTION TO DESIGN
ONE SEMESTER
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This subject further extends students’ experience in designing and working 
within the resistant materials categories of metal, timber, and plastics. 

Students explore the characteristics of different materials and how each of these can 
be shaped using specialist tools and equipment. Students further develop technical 
drawing and presentation skills.

Content Overview

Types of Assessment

Future Study Pathways

MATERIALS TECHNOLOGY 
DTYDC0

•	 Workshop Safety

•	 Design Folio

•	 Competency Task

•	 Practical Tasks

•	 Design Folio Development

•	 Timber Product Construction

•	 Drawing Folio

•	 Year 10 Wood by Design

•	� VCE Unit 1 and 2 Product Design 
and Technology

•	� Certificate II Building and Construction: 
Carpentry – Year 1

•	 Apprenticeships

•	 TAFE Courses

•	 University Degrees

Further Information

Please contact your student’s Year 8 
Technology teacher or the Technology 
Learning Area Facilitator:  
Mr Anthony Forrest

aforrest@sjcmda.vic.edu.au

MATERIALS TECHNOLOGY – 
DESIGN & CONSTRUCT
ONE SEMESTER
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This subject introduces students to Mechanical and Electrical Systems. It aims 
to provide a wide range of experiences to develop basic electronics and small 
engine systems knowledge.

In Electronics, students become familiar with electronic components through building simple 
circuits, learning how to solder components, and design casings in computer-aided design 
software. The designed casings are then printed using 3D print technology and fitted with 
electronic components. 

In Mechanics, students are introduced to the basic principles of small engine operation 
with a hands-on approach to learning about tools, component parts, servicing, and theory.  
Safe work practices are taught throughout the course.

Content Overview Future Study Pathways

MECHANICAL & 
ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS 
MES090

•	 Small Engines 

•	 Electronic Circuit Boards

•	 CAD Drawing

•	 3D Printing

•	 Practical Tasks

•	� Promote a Band Major Project

Types of Assessment

•	 Assignments

•	 Practical Tasks

•	 CAD Drawing Tasks

•	 Year 10 Systems Engineering

•	 VCE Unit 1 and 2 Systems Engineering

•	 Certificate II Electrotechnology – Year 1

•	 Apprenticeships

•	 TAFE Courses

•	 University Degrees

MECHANICAL & 
ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS
ONE SEMESTER

Further Information

Please contact your student’s Year 8 
Technology teacher or the Technology 
Learning Area Facilitator:  
Mr Anthony Forrest

aforrest@sjcmda.vic.edu.au

TECHNOLOGY

RETURN TO CONTENTS 

mailto:aforrest@sjcmda.vic.edu.au


T
E

C
H

N
O

LO
G

Y
Y

E
A

R
 9

 S
U

B
JE

C
T S

E
L

E
C

T
IO

N
 G

U
ID

E

Students explore contemporary digital design concepts in this subject. Using Adobe 
Photoshop, they discover how to manipulate images and design websites and 
games. Students then plan and create websites by employing tools and programs  
to produce site maps and layout diagrams.

On completion of this subject, students will be able to design and create user-friendly 
websites of varying complexity. They will also have developed the necessary skills associated 
with planning, implementing, and evaluating their websites.

Additionally, students learn 3D drawing techniques to prepare models to precise specifications. 
Over the course of the semester, they acquire and refine the drafting and problem-solving 
skills they will need in order to successfully construct and produce physical 3D models.

Content Overview

Types of Assessment

Future Study Pathways

DIGITAL DESIGN 
ICTDD0

•	 Website Design

•	 Pixel Art

•	 3D Printing

•	 Website Creation

•	 Photoshop Designs

•	 3D Printed Model

•	 Year 10 Robotics and Coding

•	 VCE Applied Computing

•	 TAFE Courses

•	 University Degrees

Further Information

Please contact your student’s Year 8 
Technology teacher or the Technology 
Learning Area Facilitator:  
Mr Anthony Forrest

aforrest@sjcmda.vic.edu.au

DIGITAL DESIGN
ONE SEMESTER

25ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE MILDURA YEAR 9 SUBJECT SELECTION GUIDE
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Programming for Games delves into the exciting field of digital gaming. Students 
study a range of popular games to investigate what makes each one successful.

They then learn how to design, develop, and create their own games utilising several programs 
and platforms. Throughout the subject, students acquire and hone skills to help them manage  
their projects, solve problems, and debug coding.

Content Overview Future Study Pathways

PROGRAMMING 
FOR GAMES 
ICTPG0

•	 History of Video Games

•	 Introduction to Game Design

•	 Platformer Toolkit

•	 Gamefroot

•	 GameMaker

•	 Emerging Technology

Types of Assessment

•	 GameMaker 

•	 Research Task

•	 Final Game Assessment

•	 Year 10 Robotics and Coding

•	 VCE Applied Computing 

•	 TAFE Courses

•	 University Degrees

PROGRAMMING FOR GAMES
ONE SEMESTER

Further Information

Please contact your student’s Year 8 
Technology teacher or the Technology 
Learning Area Facilitator:  
Mr Anthony Forrest

aforrest@sjcmda.vic.edu.au

TECHNOLOGY
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In Year 9 Food Studies, students develop an understanding of the reasons why  
we cook food and how cooking changes the sensory properties of food.

After a thorough revision of kitchen safety and hygiene practices, they then learn processes  
to devise food solutions that consider social, cultural, and environmental factors. 

Students study the three methods of heat transfer: conduction, convection, and radiation,  
as well as various methods of dry and moist cooking. They also investigate Australian cuisine 
and multiculturalism’s influence on contemporary dishes. Practical tasks bring theory to life 
and reinforce concepts taught in the kitchen.

Content Overview

Types of Assessment

Future Study Pathways

FOOD STUDIES 
FTY090

•	 Food by Design

•	 Cooking Processes

•	 A Taste of Australia

•	 Design Brief

•	 Practical Production Journal

•	 Production Timeline

•	 Year 10 Food Studies 

•	 VCE Unit 1 and 2 Food Studies

•	 VCE Unit 3 and 4 Food Studies 

•	 VET Cookery

•	 TAFE Courses

•	 University Degrees

Further Information

Please contact your student’s Year 8 
Technology teacher or the Technology 
Learning Area Facilitator:  
Mr Anthony Forrest

aforrest@sjcmda.vic.edu.au

FOOD STUDIES
ONE SEMESTER
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Textiles for Beginners allows students to develop increasing proficiency in sewing 
machine skills, including the use of the overlocker and a range of workroom tools 
and equipment. They learn foundational garment construction techniques for  
woven fabrics and apply safe and accurate production methods.

Students create two practical projects: a tie-dye T-shirt and a pair of elastic-waisted pants or 
shorts. These projects enable students to build technical skills, explore surface decoration 
techniques, and gain confidence in designing and constructing wearable garments.

Content Overview Future Study Pathways

TEXTILES FOR BEGINNERS 
TEXFB0

Knowledge and Understanding

•	� Textile tools, machines, and safe 
operating procedures

•	 Characteristics of woven fabrics

•	 Surface decoration techniques 

Design and Technologies Processes

•	 Following the design process

•	 Producing a tie-dye T-shirt

•	� Constructing elastic-waisted pants 
or shorts

•	� Evaluating completed textile products

Types of Assessment

•	 Class Work

•	 Practical Projects

•	 Design Process Documentation

•	 Evaluation Tasks

•	 Year 10 Textiles

•	� VCE Unit 1 and 2 Product Design 
and Technologies

•	 VCE Unit 3 and 4 Product Design 
	 and Technologies 

•	 TAFE Courses

•	 University Degrees

TEXTILES FOR BEGINNERS
ONE SEMESTER

Further Information

Please contact your student’s Year 8 
Technology teacher or the Technology 
Learning Area Facilitator:  
Mr Anthony Forrest

aforrest@sjcmda.vic.edu.au

TECHNOLOGY

RETURN TO CONTENTS 
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Content Overview

TEXTILES ARTS & CRAFTS 
TEXAC0

Knowledge and Understanding

•	� Design Elements and Principles 
in Textile Design

•	� Sustainable Textile Practices

•	� Characteristics and Uses of 
Woven Fabrics

•	� Traditional Textile Techniques 
(Patchwork & Macramé) 

Design and Technologies Processes

•	 Working through the design process

•	� Design and Construction – 
Small Patchwork Quilt

•	� Knotting Techniques – 
Macramé Pot Plant Holder

•	� Evaluate Finished Products

Types of Assessment

•	 Class Work

•	 Practical Projects

•	 Design Process Documentation

•	 Evaluation Tasks
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In this subject, students explore a range of textile arts and crafts while building 
their technical skills and creative confidence. They further develop proficiency in 
using the sewing machine, as well as a variety of workroom tools and equipment. 
Students investigate sustainable practices and learn how design elements and 
principles can be applied to create effective textile designs.

Working through the design process, students plan and construct a small patchwork quilt, 
applying accuracy, colour arrangement, and fabric manipulation techniques. They also learn 
knotting techniques to create a macramé pot plant holder, developing an understanding of 
how traditional textile crafts can be adapted to contemporary tastes. Throughout the subject, 
students apply problem-solving, critical thinking, and creative experimentation techniques 
to produce high-quality products.

Future Study Pathways

•	 Year 10 Textiles

•	� VCE Unit 1 and 2 Product Design 
and Technologies

•	� VCE Unit 3 and 4 Product Design 
and Technologies

•	� TAFE Courses

•	 University Degrees

Further Information

Please contact your student’s Year 8 
Technology teacher or the Technology 
Learning Area Facilitator:  
Mr Anthony Forrest

aforrest@sjcmda.vic.edu.au

TEXTILES ARTS & CRAFTS
ONE SEMESTER
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We aim for the education of the whole person in an inclusive Catholic 

community, where dignity and respect for the individual complements  

the fulfilment of potential in all of our endeavours.

St Joseph’s aspires to be a living sign of faith, hope and love as we build 

a welcoming learning community for students, staff and families.

OUR MISSION

OUR VISION

COLLEGE WELCOME

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the land and 
pay our respects to their Elders past and present. We extend 
that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

All faiths, genders, sexualities, and cultures are respected 
and welcome within the St Joseph’s College community.
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